
 

 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS  

Sunday Service & Religious Education Classes begin at 10:30 am  

Nursery Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA FEBRUARY 2012  

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 am in 101/103.  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided. 

Forum co-chairs are Jim Anderson, Martin Patchen, Tom McConville and Bill Welge. 
 

February 5: Ken Weller, Executive Director at Legal Aid Corporation of Tippecanoe County:  Legal Aid. 
 

February 12: James McCann, Professor of Political Science, Purdue University:  Comprehensive Immigration Policy 

 Reform: Challenges and Prospects for the Future. 
 

February 19 : Niambi Carter, Professor of Political Science, Purdue University:  Immigration. 
 

February 26: Esmeralda Cruz & Marilu Castillo, 21st CCLC After-School Tutoring Program, Clinton County Purdue 

 Extension Office:  Immigration. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM  

THE  LIGHTED  CHALICE  

  

 

 

 
FEBRUARY 5 
ñLIVING OUR 

COVENANTò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Dan Noland 

Each week we say our 

covenant. How do we make 

love the spirit of this 

church? Is the law of 

service enforceable? Let us 

help one another learn to 

seek the truth in love. 

Potluck following service. 
 

FEBRUARY 12 

ñTHE RELIGION OF 

LINCOLNò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Jason Dufair 

ñWhen I do good, I feel 

good; when I do bad, I feel 

bad, and that is my 

religion" (Abraham 

Lincoln). Lincoln seldom 

attended church but his 

writings reveal a deep and 

unconventional spirituality. 
 

FEBRUARY19 

ñESSENTIAL 

CHRISTIANITYò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Charlie Davis 

Worship Associate: 

 

 

 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 

Is the Bible to be taken as 

authority, or subject to 

scrutiny?  Is God more like 

a spirit or a king? Is religion 

more about fear or love? 

People who call themselves 

Christians have a wide 

spectrum of beliefs. Some 

of those beliefs overlap with 

the principles of Unitarian 

Universalism. This is the 

first in a series of sermons 

to help UUs feel confident 

and comfortable 

communicating with 

Christians within our church 

and in the wider community  

FEBRUARY 26 

ñWANT WHAT YOU 

HAVEò 

Worship Leader: 

Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Chapman Flack 

Worship leader Dianna 

Poindexter shares a sermon 

by UU Minister Peter 

Friedrich.  In this tribute to 

Forrest Church,  Friedrich 

reflects on the first section 

of  Forrest Churchôs mantra 

ñWant what you have; do 

what you can; be who you 

are.ò  Thoughtful reflections 

will be welcomed in 

Congregational Response 

following the sermon. 

LHMHRSDQ½R LTRHMFR9 

Groundhogs, Presidents and Valentines  

 February is the longest month. The days may be fewer, yet they seem 

longer. Winter remains. Spring seems distant. There have been attempts to 

make February festive. But the holidays are less than stellar. 

 The first holiday is Groundhog Day. The big excitement is whether a large 

rodent in a small Pennsylvania town sees its shadow. What does six more 

weeks of winter mean this year when we have barely had winter at all? 

 The second holiday is Super Bowl Sunday. This seems to be a celebration 

of the American ability to hype a product. Sure, there is a football game, but 

it takes too long because they have to make time for extra commercials. This 

year it takes place in Indianapolis so we get extra hype. I have seen many 

articles in the Journal Courier about a peanut butter hamburger. In February 

this passes for breaking news. 

 Valentine's Day occurs on the 14th. Beware, the ides of February. If you 

forget them, then you probably are in trouble. I once bought my wife a snow 

shovel on Valentine's Day. It had a plastic blade which made it easier for her 

to help me shovel through the Wisconsin winter. Yes, we are still married. 

Yes, I realize I am the luckiest man on earth. 

 Presidents Day is the next holiday. As a child I celebrated only two 

presidents: Lincoln, who was born Feb. 12, and Washington, who was born 

on Feb. 22. Only Washington's birthday was an actual federal holiday and 

that remains its official name even though it now falls on the third Monday of 

February. The holiday can fall any where from Feb. 15-21, thus never 

actually occurs on Washington's birthday. It is a myth that Lincoln lost his 

federal holiday so one could be given to Martin Luther King, Jr. The states 

that resisted the King holiday had not been too fond of Lincoln either 

 February is also Black History Month. It was begun as Negro History 

Week in February 1926 by Carter G. Woodson. He chose this date to honor 

the birthday of 19th century civil rights leader Frederick Douglass. This 

educational holiday was eventually expanded to a month. It is not true that 

white folks deliberately gave black folks the shortest month. 

 The month has also been designated for other purposes. According to 

Wikipedia, February is American Heart Month, International Boost Self-

Esteem Month, International Embroidery Month, Library Lovers Month, 

National Cherry Month, National Childrenôs Dental Health Month, National 

Snack Food Month, and Return Shopping Carts to the Supermarket Month. 

 This year is a leap year so we get a 29th day to endure. Someone born 88 

years ago will celebrate their 21st birthday this year. I suggest buying them a 

drink. 

 This February I encourage you to use any reason to be kind to strangers 

and friends. It is a long month and any reason to celebrate is welcome. 

      Blessings, 
      Rev. Charlie 



 

 
 

From the board president:  

LEADERSHIP AS A SPIR ITUAL PRACTICE  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
 

Board President 

Suzan Windnagel 

suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com 
 

Board President Elect 

Cindy Gerlach 

cjgerlach@gmail.com 
 

Immediate Past Board President 

Mary Finley 

mdfinley99@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Gale Charlotte 

galekchar@gmail.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Stephen Hoffmann 

stephenhoffma@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

Dorothy Hughes 

petitedancer47906@yahoo.com 
 

Trustee 

Ed Bowen 

uuc.laf.cctreas@gmail.com 
 

Trustee 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

egruenbaum@me.com 

 

Trustee 

Jerry Hunley 

jdthehun@gmail.com 

 

STAFF 
 

Minister 

Rev. Daniel Charles Davis 

uurevcharlie@aol.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 

Sheila Garrett 

dresheila@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director & Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter articles are now due on the 

3rd Thursday of the month.  Thank you. 

March Newsletter Deadline: 

Thursday, February 16, 5:00 pm 

Articles received after that time will be 

included in the April issue. 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org with 

ñNewsletterò in subject box or place items 

in Office Administrator  mailbox, Room 106. 

 
Ideas are almost always perking about lay leadership roles at the church, and 

the burner gets turned up as a matter of routine when the calendar flips to a 

new year.  No wonder, it will soon be time to elect board members and 

various committee members.  May is the traditional month when board of 

trustees, endowment, committee on ministry and nominating committee 

members are elected.  Our thanks to Christine Schertz (Chair), Mark 

VanMeeter and Joan Marshall for headed up the Nomination and Leadership 

Development Committee this year. 

 

Author Erik Wikstrom in his book Serving with Grace, describes many ways 

that leadership is a critical part of spiritual practice.  At the same time he 

challenges us by saying, ñif leadership is to be part of our spiritual practice 

we must practice the ancient art of discernment.ò  What type of role is best 

for me?  Am I good at committee leadership or hands-on projects?  Does it 

mesh with my personality style and my leadership style? Can I make the time 

to fully participate?  He also notes that the healthiest congregations have 

begun saying, ñyour no is as sacred as your yes.ò  Itôs recognizing that the 

right person in the right role at the right time is the best way to honor the 

person and the mission of the congregation. 

 

Look around and notice the many roles at the UU that could be a part of your 

spiritual practice.  Teaching RE...Membership & greeting...Coffee 

ministry...Board membership...Pastoral care...Building & 

grounds...Endowment.  There are dozens of options and many needs. 

 

As you discern what is best for you, consider a quote from Dr. Howard 

Thurman who was an influential American philosopher, theologian, educator, 

civil rights leader and author.  He said, ñdonôt ask what the world needs.  

Ask what makes you come alive, and then do that thing.  Because what 

the world needs is people who are alive.ò 

 

So I encourage all of us (me included!) to consider what brings the most 

energy and ñalivenessò for us at the UU and get involved in a way that fits.  

And we certainly donôt have to wait to be asked.....step right up and join the 

fun.  Make volunteering a part of your spiritual practice. 

 

If you are worried that youôll be asked to do too much or to fill a role that you 

donôt want...feel free to say ñno.ò  There will be something else that matches 

and youôll give a heartfelt ñYES!ò 

 

Ready to volunteer or ready to change roles?  Contact Christine Schertz at 

cdschertz@gmail.com or call 765-404-3434. 

 

      Suzan Windnagel 
      President, Board of Trustees 

The next Board Meeting takes place on Tuesday, February 21 
at 6:30 pm in Rooms 101/103. 

Members are welcome to attend and are encouraged to speak with members of the 
Board of Trustees regarding congregational questions and concerns.  Thank you. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

CONGREGATIONAL 

STUDY ACTION ISSUES 
 

Our congregation has recommended two study 

action items to the Unitarian Universalist 

Association General Assembly for further 

study.  They are: 1. Reproductive Justice and 

2. Climate  Action and Adaption Plans.  The 

ballot consisted of 5 possible CSAIs.  People 

were asked to vote on as many as they felt 

needed further study.  176 votes were cast on 

82 ballots. Only two issues were cited on at 

least half the ballots. The final results were: 
 

1. Reproductive Justice 56% 

2. Climate action and Adaption plans 50% 

3. Ending Slavery 39% 

4. Families Population and the Environment 

 32% 

5. Exploring Class Barriers 31% 

   With Gratitude & Hope, 
   Rev. Charlie 
 

VIGIL FOR TIBET 

FEBRUARY 8, 2012 
 

The West Lafayette Buddhist Study Group 

(Lisa Bohlin, Larry Hicks & Janice Schuster, 

Co-chairs), sponsored by the Social Justice 

Committee of the Unitarian Universalist 

Church (Joan Marshall and Tom McConville, 

co-chairs) is holding a vigil for Tibet on 

Wednesday, February 8 at 7:00 pm in Room 

101/103.  Dr. Lobsang Sangay, current Kalon 

Tripa (equivalent to Prime Minister) of the 

Tibetan Government in Exile, has encouraged 

Tibetans and Tibet supporters all over the 

world to take part in a global vigil at this time, 

when the rights of so many Tibetans are being 

violated.  ñThe only way to resolve the Tibet 

issue and bring about lasting peace is by 

respecting the rights of the Tibetan people and 

through dialogue. As someone deeply 

committed to peaceful dialogue, the use of 

violence against Tibetans is unacceptable,ò 

said Dr. Sangay recently. 
 

The Buddhist Study Group would be grateful 

if those attending bring an offering of one or 

two pieces of fruit if possible, to share as fruit 

salad at the conclusion of the evening. Singer/

songwriter Joe Peters will perform a musical 

peace-offering during the vigil, ñThe Roof of 

the World,ò which he wrote after visiting the 

Tibetan Plateau in 2010.  This event is free and 

open to the public.  Thank you. 

For me, thereôs something that feels off-kilter this time of year.  While my natural 

inclination is to hibernate, itôs not socially acceptable or even practical to give in to the 

urge.  Then thereôs the whole ñpost-holiday blahsò phenomenon.  The festive and what at 

times feels like frenetic celebration mode morphs intoé what?   Same old, same old 

ñnose to the grindstoneò mode?   Ugh.  To my eyes, the glitter and tinsel that seemed so 

bright and merry when we first brought it out suddenly takes on a gaudy and cheap 

appearance- itôs too much, irritating even.   Thereôs a certain satisfaction that comes from 

carrying the space-hogging tree, dropping  its  dried-out needles all the way,  to the curb, 

then putting away the tired looking holiday decorations, purging the refrigerator of the 

remnants of now crusty ñtoo richò special recipe dishes, wiping down the shelves, and 

restocking with lighter, fresher  fare. 

 

Itôs comforting to know that the urge to assess, re-work, and try to invigorate the game 

plan and motivate ourselves  is somewhat universal this time of year.  In ancient Roman 

religion and mythology, the namesake of January is Janus, god 

of beginnings and transitions, also of entry- ways, endings, and time. 

He is usually depicted as a two- faced god, since he looks to the 

future and the past.  The month of February was named after the 

Latin term februum, which means purification, via the purification 

ritual Februa.  Similarly, falling this time of year is the Chinese 

New Year, with the tradition of every family working together to 

thoroughly cleanse their home, in order to sweep away any ill-fortune and to make way 

for good incoming luck. 

 

I have now served as this churchôs Director of Religious Education for six months.  My 

immediate goals  (conducting regularly scheduled Childrenôs Chapel for preschool and 

elementary kids,  getting OWL going for middle school,  linking 

our older kids to the larger UU district through youth conference 

attendance , and providing teachers with opportunities for fellowship 

and support via scheduled in- services ) have been realized, and 

short of something unforeseen, will continue.   One hopeful sign 

Ióve noticed are the new faces participating at every level of our 

religious education classes in recent weeks.  Looking ahead, I 

hope we can continue to do what is needed to make room, to energize, and to facilitate 

the growth of what we offer for children and families. 

 

A final note: In an attempt to make potluck Sundays an enjoyable experience for all, we 

are trying something new.  There will now be child supervision offered  for preschool 

and elementary age children in the ñloftò area of the fellowship hall on inclement 

weather days, and outside on the playground on days when the 

weatherôs nice during potluck Sundays only.  On days when the 

kids are being supervised in the loft room, please be advised that 

children should eat and use the bathroom prior to parents signing 

them in.  No food will be allowed upstairs.  Parents and willing 

adults are asked to please assist with supervising the kids during 

coffee hour on regular Sundays.  With everyoneôs cooperation, 

hopefully we can prevent anyone from getting hurt and enable an enjoyable time of 

fellowship for all. 

 

If youôve been searching for fresh perspective, a way to get in touch with your long lost 

inner child, a new opportunity for personal growth, or to serve the church, this is a great 

time to start thinking about teaching childrenôs religious education next year.  If youôve 

ever considered teaching or have a special interest or skill that you would be willing to 

share, Iôd love to talk to you.  The plan is to start preparing for next year this spring, and 

Iôm really excited to explore the possibilities for creating fun and fulfilling experiences 

for all who open to it. 

 

     See you in church, 

     Sheila 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_%28male_deity%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Februa


 

 

Religious Education 
Cupcakes and Valentines 
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JusticeCON 
 

March 2-4, 2012 
First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor 

4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 49103 

www.uuaa.org 
 

JusticeCON is the first MidAmerica regional con for youth ages 14-18 (high school) and their 
chaperones! The focus will be on workshops to build social justice skills in our congregations with 
particular focus on gearing up for the National Day of Witness and Service at the UUA General 
Assembly on June 23, 2012. 
 

We hope that teams of adults and youth will be attending, with a goal of 2 adults for every 8 
youth --  to ensure that teams go back to their home congregations to build awareness of 
immigrantõs rights and a wide array of social justice issues! 
 

¶ Registration fee: $30.00 
¶ Adult registration deadline: Sunday, February 19, 2012 
¶ Youth registration deadline: Monday, February 27, 2012 
¶ No Walk Ins Please! 
 

Registrar: Spencer Thomas, spencer@spencerthomas.com 
 

Register Online at: http://www.heartlanduu.org 
 

If registering by mail, send registration forms and fee to: 
Heartland District of the UUA 
5351 E. Thompson Rd., #229 
Indianapolis, IN 46237-4094 
Make checks payable to: Heartland District of the UUA 

 
Cancellation/Refund Policy: Cancellations made in writing (email to office@heartlanduu.org) up to 10 days before the 
event are eligible for a 50% refund of fees. Cancellations made in writing (email) after 10 days before the event are not 
eligible for a refund. Registrations may be transferred to another person with notification in writing (email) prior to the 
event. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
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Jim & Marilyn Anderson 

Kirk Arndt & Gale Lockwood 

Frank Arnold 

William & Dotty Asher 

Charles Babbs 

Roy & Caroline Barnhart 

Marty Becker 

Ed & Kathy Bowen 

Rayola Brandt & David 

Shelton 

Kat Braz 

James Brewster 

Brian Harley & Deanna 

Brown 

Keith Brown 

Kitty Campbell 

John Carlson 

Gale Charlotte & Karen 

Adams 

Ingrid Clever 

Kathy Coder & Mark 

Cushman 

June Cohen 

Bruce Craig & Jennifer 

Cominetti-Craig 

Sallie Cooke 

Jeff & JoAnn Darling 

Daniel Charles & Gail Davis 

Roberta Deagan Kierce 

Margaret Deedon 

Margy Deverall & Jerry 

Hunley 

Jason Dufair & Mary Kate 

McKenna-Dufair 

Barny Dunning & Beth 

Misner 

Rudie Eigenmann 

Jim Elicker 

Verna Emery 

Amanda Estes 

Adriela Fernandez & Tom 

Hertel 

Don & Ruth Ann Ferris 

John & Mary Finley 

Mary Ann Foley 

Gary & Cheryl Fowler 

Mark & Amy French 

Chris & Beth Garretson 

Gary Mueller & Cindy 

Gerlach 

Ellen Germann & Jay Melosh 

Martha Gipson 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Susannah Hall-Justice & 

Bryan Coulter 

Kim Harden 

Steve Hoffmann & Alice 

Pawley 

Lynn Holland 

Margaret Hood 

Dorothy Hughes 

Terrie Kercher 

Susan Kersey 

Nina Kirkpatrick 

Janice Kritchevsky & Bob 

Kozak 

Denise Laussade 

Edwin Layer 

James & Rosemary Leary 

Martha Lempke 

Herschel & Virginia Lewis 

Karl & Joan Lohmann 

Joan Marshall 

Tippen McDaniel 

Sharon & Doug McKnight 

Kaye & Bruce McSpadden 

Jo Ann Mullen 

Randy and Lorraine Myer 

Lisa Pantea & Dan Lybrook 

Doug Paprocki 

Anish Parikh & Sara Tedrick 

Parikh 

Martin & Nancy Patchen 

Kathleen Peyton 

Chad & Ellen Phelps 

Robin & Dianna Poindexter 

Linda & Josh Prokopy 

Mike  Reed & Laura Geiger-

Reed 

Kirsten Reynolds 

Charles Reynolds & Verna 

Ritz 

Lynn Richardson 

Sue Robinson 

J-J & Bob Rode 

Jane Schmitt 

Carl & Beverly Seese 

Kenneth & Sheryl Singleton 

Jacqueline Sloss 

Fritz Smith 

Virginia Smith 

Mary Jo Sparrow 

Mary Irene Stephens 

Lola Straub 

Lee Sullivan 

Kris & Dan Taylor 

Eric & Janice Thiel 

Jean & Wallace Tyner 

Mark VanMeeter 

William Welge 

Marvin & Trudi Wildfeuer 

Della Willmann 

John Wilms 

Denise Wilson & Michael 

Lewis 

Suzan Windnagel 

Patty Wood 

George Wulff 

Noemi Ybarra 

 

Many THANKS to those who have made financial pledges for 2012.  It is going to be an active 
and exciting year!  There are pledge cards still coming in, and weôll continue to update our list! 

 

If you have questions, didnôt receive a pledge card, etc. please contact Laura Geiger-Reed, 
Stewardship Co-Chair at laura.lbg@gmail.com or 765-838-0339. 
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Heartland District Assembly 

March 30 - April 1, 2012 

Lansing Community College. Lansing, MI 
 

"Torn Between Fuzzy Aspirations 

and Hard Realities"é 
 

 This year we are pleased and honored to present The Reverend Dr. 

Mark Morrison-Reed as our keynoter for our District Assembly March 

30-April 1. Mark writes this about his keynote: 

 

 There is a surprising, and painful, truth behind Unitarian 

Universalist efforts to become more racially and culturally diverse. 

This truth must begin with taking an honest look at who we are and 

why we are who we are, and it ends in a conundrum but not without 

hope. If UUs really want to change, accepting the truth is the only 

place to start. Torn between our reality and our aspirations what are 

we to do? This presentation considers why achieving diversity is 

challenging, but also talks about which congregations became 

successfully diverse and how. 

 

 Mark's presentation will be part of our look at what it means to be 

UUs committed to living in a world transformed, multi-cultural, multi-

generational, multi-racial, and many other multi's. Our weekend 

together should be the perfect lead in to this year's Justice General 

Assembly in Phoenix, Arizona, in June. We hope to have a workshop 

based on the UUA's "Common Read" for 2012, and have time to 

discuss immigration issues that arise here in our Heartland. 
 

       UU Heartland District Office 
 

 

 

Rev. Charlie & Gale Davis and Suzan Windnagel are already planning 

to attend the Heartland District General Assembly...join them!  The 

keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Mark Morrison-Reed is a dynamic and 

motivating speaker.  He was also on Rev. Charlie's Ministerial 

Fellowship Committee. 

 

From Suzan:  'I'm really looking forward to hearing Rev. Dr. Morrison

-Reed AND attending various workshops.  Specially I plan to attend 

Next Steps in UU Faith Formation.  Next Steps call us to become 

lifelong learning communities.  Informed by the Faith Formation 2020 

study, the lifelong learning network model of 24/7/365, face-to-face, 

and virtual learning opportunities in our congregations will engage 

your multigenerational community in new and exciting ways.  I'm 

anxious to bring the ideas back to our congregation.  Several other 

workshops are about youth ministry and will include youth and their 

advisors.  Those will definitely be energized! 

 

Consider joining us.  Suzan has room in her vehicle if you'd like to 

hitch a ride! 

 

The Seven Principles 

Which Unitarian Universalist 

Congregations 

Affirm and Promote 

 
¶The inherent worth and dignity of 

every person; 
 

¶Justice, equity and compassion in 

human relations; 

 

¶Acceptance of one another and 

encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

 
¶A free and responsible search for 

truth and meaning; 

 

¶The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 

within our congregations and in 

society at large; 

 
¶The goal of world community 

with peace, liberty, and justice for 

all; 

 
¶Respect for the interdependent 

web of all existence of which we 

are a part. 

The beginning 

is always today. 
 

Mary Wollstonecraft (Shelley) 

Unitarian, author, social critic 

1759-1797 
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COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS:  MEMBERSHIP  

DON AND RUTH ANN FERRIS 
 

 During the repetition of the 

Apostleôs Creed in a church, Don and 

Ruth Ann Ferris realized they didnôt 

believe in the concepts of the creed. 

This led to the search for a church 

more compatible with their beliefs. 

They found the Unitarian Church in 

Champaign-Urbana, Illinois.  They 

attended that church for two years 

before moving to San Jose, CA, where 

they became members of the Unitarian 

Church, serving in a variety of 

positions during their tenure in that city. In 1964, they moved to West Lafayette and 

immediately joined the Church on Wood Street. 

 Don and Ruth Annôs two children were reared in the UU Church.  Ann is still a member, 

although she lives in Wisconsin.   Richard lives in Colorado and attends a non-denominational 

church. 

 Don was a professor at Purdue for 32 years.  His expertise was in the area of curriculum 

planning and supervision.  He was instrumental in implementing a program for a Master of 

Arts in Teaching, which helped individuals from other fields to become teachers.  Ruth Ann 

was a speech/language pathologist, working in elementary schools in Tippecanoe County.  

 Don has always loved fishing and being an outdoorsman.  He is a certified Master Gardener 

and does container gardening that keeps the table filled with fresh vegetables.  He is interested 

in many subjects and spends a lot of time researching new ideas on the internet. 

 Ruth Ann has been a seamstress, making most of her own and the childrenôs clothes when 

they were younger.  Now she reads, knits, cooks, and keeps track of their extended family 

through email. 

 Don has served as board chair several times and at one time, Don and Ruth Ann were co-

chairs.  They have served on the stewardship, membership, social justice, and long-range 

planning committees.  Ruth Ann was also co-chair of the capital campaign committee.  And at 

one point in the churchôs history, when we were without a settled minister, Don and the late 

Ben Olson were appointed to perform marriage ceremonies and memorial services. 

MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 
 

VISION 2012 
 

The Membership 

Committeeôs vision for 2012 

is to nurture and support 

members through all stages 

of their membership 

journey.  As a part of this 

vision we would like to 

encourage the entire church 

to participate in growing and 

sustaining our congregation. 

 

 
MEMBER 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 

The Membership Committee 

is composing biographies of 

every church member, placed 

each month on the 

Membership bulletin board 

and then published in the 

newsletter.  As new 

biographies are added to the 

membership board, old 

biographies will be 

ñarchivedò in a scrapbook in 

the library. 

 
New members will be a 

priority for biographies so we 

can get to know our newest 

congregants quickly. 

Concurrent with publishing 

biographies of new members, 

weôll also be publishing 

biographies of ñoldò 

members. 

 

We feature the biography of 

members Don and Ruth Ann 

Ferris in this issue of the 

newsletter.  Many thanks to 

Josh Prokopy for writing 

these biographies. 

 

 Linda Prokopy 
 Membership Chairperson 
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UU CHURCH OF LAFAYETTE FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 2012 
 

Our annual fellowship groups are continuing in 2012 with great momentum!  If you are fairly new to 

the church or have decided to enhance your special interests, itôs not too late to join in the fun and get 

to know your fellow church members better. Please contact one of the individuals listed below if you 

would like to join a particular group.  If you have an idea for a new group, and would like to 

coordinate it, so much the better!  Thank you. 

 

GROUP NAME   MEETING DAY/TIME             CONTACT 
 

Herbs  2nd Saturdays, noon   Lisa, lisapantea@gmail.com, 765-746-1710 

       JJ,  jj-home@fpnmail.com, 765-583-2457 

Movies      Joan.  jmarshall@purdue.edu, 765-838-8096 

      Chuck. vmritz@msn.com, 765-448-4459 

Book Group     Gale, galekchar@gmail.com ,765-497-0076 

Feminist Book Group 1st Fri. 7PM   Linda, lprokopy@gmail.com, 765-337-2262 

Digital Photography     Suzan, suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com, 

 3rd Sunday/4PM/homes    765-714-6173 

Miracle Makers with a Mission monthly  Kim, kharden@ivytech.edu, 474-7648 

Laugh Club      Dorothy, djhugheslmhc@gmail.com,  

       765-237-7652 

A/V Group  1st & 3rd Thursday ï 4PM  Keith, kcbrown@dcwi.com, 765-423-1726 

Families with Kids                Linda and Josh, lprokopy@gmail.com ,337-3382 

mailto:lisapantea@gmail.com
mailto:jj-home@fpnmail.com
mailto:jmarshall@purdue.edu
mailto:vmritz@msn.com
mailto:galekchar@gmail.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com
mailto:suzan_windnagel@yahoo.com
mailto:kharden@ivytech.edu
mailto:petitedancer47906@yahoo.com
mailto:petitedancer47906@yahoo.com
mailto:kcbrown@dcwi.com
mailto:lprokopy@gmail.com


 

 

February 

9 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS 

 

1 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

2 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:30 PFLAG (102) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

3 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

4 Saturday, 8:00 am Zen (M) 

  9:00 am Old Tippecanoe Quilting Guild Workshop 

5 Sunday, Magazine Exchange 

  9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship & RE; POTLUCK after service 

  4:00 OWL 

6 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

7 Tuesday, 6:30 pm Program Council (101/103) 

8 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

  7:00 pm Vigil for Tibet (101/103, Buddhist Study Group & Social 

   Justice) 

9 Thursday, 5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  6:30 PFLAG (102) 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

10 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

11 Saturday,12:00 am Herb Group (101/103) 

12 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am  Worship & RE 

  4:00 OWL 

14 Tuesday, 6:00 pm RE Teachers Meeting (F102) 

15 Wednesday, Minister at HUUMA Meeting 

  12:00 pm "The Principled Group" (101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

16 Thursday, NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

  5:30 pm Worship Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

17 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

  6:30 pm PRYSM (102) 

19 Sunday, 9:00 am Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship & RE 

  4:00 OWL 

20 Monday, 1:30 pm Writers' Group (106) 

21 Tuesday, 12:00 pm Pastoral Care  (106) 

  6:30 pm Board Meeting (3rd Tuesdays, 101/103) 

22 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group"(101/103) 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

23 Thursday, 12:00 noon League of Women Voters Brown Bag Luncheon 

  (FH) 

  5:30 pm Personnel Committee (106) 

  5:40 pm Dinner @MCL 

  7:30 pm UU House Band 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

24 Friday, UU Young Adult Friday Fellowship (MO) 

25 Saturday, 6:00 pm, UU MARDI GRAS SERVICE AUCTION (FH) 

26 Sunday, 9:00 am  Forum (101/103) 

  10:30 am Worship & RE 

  4:00 OWL 

28 Tuesday, 5:45 pm Committee on Ministry (106) 

29 Wednesday, 12:00 pm "The Principled Group" 

  7:00 pm Choir (S) 

UNDER  

     OUR    ROOF  
 
Cindy Gerlach's father, who 

recently moved here in 

October with his wife, is now 

receiving home hospice care. 

In addition,  Gary Mueller lost 

his grandmother recently.  

Please remember the Gerlach- Mueller family during this difficult 

time. 
 

Luanne Reed, a long-time member of our church, died December 

31 at Westminster Village Health Care.  She was the creator of the 

lovely tapestry with the words of our covenant, that hangs behind 

our pulpit. There was a celebration of her life at Westminster 

Village on January 19, with her two sons, family and friends.  

Donations may be made in her memory to ACLU, 125 Broad 

Street, 18th Floor, New York, NY 10004 or Southern Poverty Law 

Center, 400 Washington Ave. Montgomery, AL 36104 
 

Elizabeth Sternke had surgery on February 1 at St. Elizabeth 

Hospital.  She welcomes cards, but would prefer that phone calls 

be few during her recovery. 

 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or 

news of illness in the "Under Our Roof" column, or seek further 

information regarding an announcement posted in this column, 

Please contact Linda LeMar, Chairperson, Pastoral Care Group 

at 765-743-0665.   Linda LeMar, Chairperson, 
     Pastoral Care Group 

 

FEBRUARY SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERSô TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY 5 

¶ Greeters:  Don & Ruth Ann Ferris, Denise Laussade 

¶ Newcomersô Table:  Denise Laussade 

¶ Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

¶ Coffee Ministry:  Kathy Willowoode 

 

FEBRUARY 12 

¶ Greeters:  Amy French, Linda Prokopy, Lee Sullivan 

¶ Newcomersô Table:  Linda Prokopy 

¶ Sanctuary Preparation:  Nina Kirkpatrick 

¶ Coffee Ministry:  tba 

 

FEBRUARY 19 

¶ Greeters:  Beth & Chris Garretson, Kirsten Reynolds 

¶ Newcomersô Table:  Beth & Chris Garretson 

¶ Sanctuary Preparation:  tba 

¶ Coffee Ministry:  Amy French 

 

FEBRUARY 26 

¶ Greeters:  Jackie Sloss, Rachel Smith, Nancy Whiting 

¶ Newcomersô Table:  Rachael Smith 

¶ Sanctuary Preparation:  Robin Poindexter 

¶ Coffee Ministry:  J.J. Rode 

Calendar Highlights 




