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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA December 2009
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. Childcare Available.
DECEMBER 6 light. To know the dark, go dark. Go s the season to pond

fiA Season of Lights and Miracleé
Worship Leader:

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Worship Associate:
Pianist: Shellie Johnson
Sound: Noemi Ybarra

too, blooms and sings and is travelle
by dark feet and
we have come to know the dark, omn
then can we truly light the Yule logs
beckon forth the light again.

Why lights, why miracles? Why does MONDAY, DECEMBER 21,7:00PM
this season contain so much magic, so Solstice Spiral Ritual

much joy, so much celebration? From
Hanukah, to Christmas, to Yule anf/€ Will gather once again to walk the

Solstice, lights and celebrations abours@ira! of the Solstice and to sing Yule

at this season. Come celebrate someS8n9s---and bring forth the light of the
this joy and wonder at the beginning ${€W year.
this special season. Come and join in

the waiting and the pondering that this DECEMBER 24
season calls us to as well. Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols

Worship Leader:
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
HPéahist: Kaye dcSpagiden ? o
Sound: Sharon McKnight

DECEMBER 13
AWoul d You Like
Worship Leader:
Jeffrey Bauer
Pianist: Shellie Johnson
Sound: Kevin Sondgeroth

to

A traditional service of Christm4

music and the dedication of children.

This Sunday is our annual Christmas
Pageant and multigenerational service, DECEMBER 27
with the children and youth becomin%\}- essons From the
wise men and animals. Come join u¥Vorship Leader: Dianna Poindexter
for many a joyful song! Pianist: Kaye McSpadden
Sound: Gary Fowler
DECEMBER 20
AThe Turni
Worship Leader:
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Pianist: Shellie Johnson
Sound: Jason Dufair

Thistish of tge year when
wanzaa comes, Irowed closely
the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Mart
Luther King, Jr. The message spo
quietly in African American homes g
Kwanzaa is shouted to the world tyvo

eeks later at the birthday of the R

ng o

As we prepare for the longest night
the year, we look to the dark as we wail
for the return of the sun. Why the darl{l)0

t the candles of Kwanzaa have
The poet Wended)gl;oteacef1
in the dark with a light is to know the

t African American, there is mug¢

SQUNDAY M ORNING FORUM

without sight, and find that the dark,

O0Ti
Ch |stmas story is the Annunciation. Think about it
&/I oung woman, IS |S|ted by an angel tellin
er an ou rage%us and outlandish story that she wol
to soon have a child who would be great and reign ov
the house of Jacob forever and that she herself w
highly favored among women. This was an impossibl|
story told to a poor young woman who was not eve
married. Yet, rather than discard the announcement
° immediate disbelief Mary begins to wonder, to reall
actively wonder and even to ponder what all thes
fantastic stories and pronouncements might possib
mean. As the story continues up to and following th
birth and with it even more and more outlandish an
outrageous pronouncements about her child she beg
to not just simply wonder and ponder but to ponder &
these things in her heart. Ponder them in her heart, r
in her mind, in her heart. Her heart!
S

readings and carols, candle lightihg, This season that we so often fill with business an

things, activities and presents is a season for ponderi
in our hearts. A season for presence. Of not ju
qu,lgjyz and passively waiting for the celebration an

for the coming of the new year but a season to pondk
not just with our minds but with our hearts.

What are the outrageous and outlandish messages |
by We may need to take onto our hearts and ponder, ree
n ponder? What is it, or who is it, that we need to b
€Mtruly present to and with? What changes are comir
.o down the road for us in our lives and as a congregatit
by. that might be pondered with your hearts? | am sure y«

r. Martin Luther King. Even if we ane can think of some. What changes and outrageo

h pronouncements might be out there that might mal
°the world a better place for all that we might begin t
ponder, seriously, in our hearts?

to

| invite you in this season of busyness and waiting t

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. in Room 101/103. Please use the B&€ time ponder, not just think, but actually think witt

entrance to the building by the red mailbox nearest the offices (south side
building near the playground). Everyone is welcome! Childcare is prov
Forum Coordinators are Professors Jim Anderson and R. Mark French.

of y@ur hearts, ponder with your hearts. Be present

dedour own hearts. Make the space, take the time, slc
down and open your hearts. You just might b
surprised by what angels may walk in.

Blessings All,
Marlene

Dec 6: Kendall Smith, Director, Art Museum of Greater Lafayetihe
Art Museunof Greater Lafayette.

Dec 13: Sharon Theobald, Director, Appraisal Associates Internation
The Anatomy of an Appraisal.

Dec 20: Clayton Lein, Director, Lafayette Chamber Singef$ie
Lafayette Chamber Singers.

Dec 27: Open Discussion for Christmas weekend.
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From the board president: OCTOBER Meeting

The UU Church Board met on instructions, so the board voted to dispenge
Nov. 17". The Stewardship drive is in full with their services. We will shortly be
swing, and a report on the status washanging to new church software that
delivered to the board; we are so farncludes a payroll service, so we would
progressing astonishingly well, with abouthave been booting them soon anyway. The
two-thirds of the pledges returned. If theBoard also voted to close an inactive bank
last third of pledges to come in keeps pacaccount.
with the first twethirds, we could wind up
with a pretty amazi ng dheiBoad settled the ggenda fjra
gotten a pledge card yet, grab a stewardshijppe next Congregational meeting, to be hejd
committee or board member and demand tBecember 18 after the service; it will
know why we are neglecting you; | concern the budget almost exclusively
guarantee that you will get a pledge carcexcept for a vote on the Chalice Lighte
posthaste. If you have your pledge cardgrant application (which has to do with thg
please return it as soon as you can, anidiring of a custodian).
with a ridiculously large contribution inked
in, if possible. There were several minor issues having fo

do with paperwork and procedures, but no

The Director of Religious other votes of interest, and the Board
Education also reported; several functiongdjourned 8 minutes early, a new record for
have gone well, but attendance still lags @his Board.
bit behind last year. Eric Thiel,

The Ministeros report cobOgfErgsident

some of the issues she is still dealing with | }
in preparing the church for a new settled

o <

minister, as well as a recent conference. CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
The treasurer 6s report shows
contributions still a bit behind where Immediately after Service

December 13 in the Sanctuary
they should b6 donét forget
pledges for this year caught-tppdate, as
that is the main issue we are having to dea
with, more than expenses running over
budget. It was noted that the payroll [/ — — — s ———————— }
service we have been using has repeatedly

gotten things wrong or ignored our

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE UPDATE

As of 11/17, 84 pledges have been collected and our current pledge total is ov
$177,000; nearly 2/3 of our goal! If you have not yet made your pledge, please comple
and return your pledge card to the UUC office as soon as possible. If you need a plec
card contact Mark VanMeeter.

| L
You are invitedo join in a Christmas Tree WA /"(<<\<’¢'

\r((/
3 e XY
““ 77 =t

and Greens Trekinto the woods 4t1:00 a.m. }4_7 SN
On Saturday, December™® we will be searching fc.’-p, & =

a holiday tree for our church, as well as for greens fo”
upcoming Solstice Ceremonyake it part of your Holi-
day Art Fair Weekend Activitiés come see the Art Fair, join in the tree fun, come
+ ® aicrk stubj o0t moox Sshopping and sit d ojwn
Cafe! The tree will later be trimmed after Service on Sunday, Decenfldecéokies

to et our
Plgase plar¥ to attend as
Quorum is necessary.

and beverages willbeserved.o ok f or mor e i nfor mat i o|n

Bl [2




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: DECIPHERS FROM THE DRE

WHAT ISR.E.?

What is RE? We get in the habit of using abbreviations for alldifferent than yours. Offer to be a teacher of not (just) RE, but of
sorts of things that become common in our -tagay lives. life! Religious Education, whether it is marshmallow towers |of

Usually when | use AR. E.

0 n oBabeldbiblica crimetscened, mamydcslorefl coats, akke (bothdioats

Educatio® children and youth. Adult Religious Education is and those containing covenants), or life and death decisions,|it is

labeled specifically as adult. | know of a couple of other churchesstill important!
that have E stand for Exploration, not Education. | know of other

DREO®&6s t hat thalk keingDifesp&n. This still implies
that religious education, without this clarification, is just for * .
children and youth. THIS IS NOT TRUE! It is not just the discussions were good too!

Recent Events: Our Youth Movie and Pizza afternoon went ery
welll  Princess Mononoke is a great movie, plus the pizza and

reciprocated learning that teachers get from helping others. It i§jpcoming Events: We are having our annual Holiday Project|for

not just the morning forum presenting many great topics. We_UM (Lafayette Urban Ministry) Jubilee December 6. Durirlg

(adults) are learning all the time about our religion. We do notRE, instead of having classes, we will be decorating jars, pnd

need a teacher and bIackboar(_j _in front, and notes on our desk tfling them with Cookie Mixes. The profit goes towards buyirg
wonder and learn about our religion, our world, our lives... gifts for LUM Jubilee. These make great Christmas gifts for

But | said, dAwhat is RE?0
other things in their dato-day lives, and why they may think that
AREO may stand for somethingbu%qnesoée.a@%@\ﬁ‘fbo has thought t hat

N ogffersy & vy Cookigslor yauigaly Jhe, g wleli,

W iesr Raisin Crunch Cookieéso you may want to

might be the Director of Replying? Real Estate? Reproductivep  r Hol i day Pageant this vyelar

Endocrinologist? (Boy, I hope no one has thought Iwasthat!) Baby ? 9 wi || be held Decembler
And these are just a fémve have many different lives that all December 12. Jeffrey Bauer,
meet up at church. Try to be aware of those whose loops are Director of Religioys E

ADULT

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Adult R.E. committee met on November 15.

There are some updates Wwe

congregation.

Cakes for the Queen of Heavewill be offered by
Janice Thiel and associatesb(d) beginning on
January 11, 2009 The course is currently scheduled
to run from 6:307 9:00 p.m. Location at the UU
church, room tba.

The next schedulediorkshops will begin in the late
spring/early summer and will involve an exploration
of the U.U. principles. Della Willmann and Kirsten
Reynolds will be offering this workshop twice per
week i once during the day and once in the
evening. More information to come as further
developments are made.

Christine Reynolds will be attempting to get a group
going for parents of young children perhaps
scheduled before services on Sunday#nyone
interested is encouraged to contact her.

We would like to offer somenformal discussion
groupsin the future, but we need to know who might
be interested and what topics they might be interested
in. We would also like to find people who might be
willing to anchor these group#nyone interested can
contact Beth Garretson or Kirsten Reynolds.

Elizabeth Garretson,

Adult R.E. Committee Chal

Travel erds Dream 0

Saturday, December 19th, 7:00 p.m.

Travelerds Dream Holiday Congler
|l i ke to share with the

ler
dar for theTr avel er s Dream Holi ddy

Party which is scheduled on December 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the Upita
ian Universalist Church. The concert will feature music fromjUuU
members Michael Lewis and ejni

Blows the Day: Songs and Carols of the Winter Seagich voca

concertina, bouzouki, and tin whistle will capture the spirit of Holi-
day musical traditions from the Celtic lands, England and Frgnce
Classic favorites rooted in Old World Europe includBaw Thre¢
Ships, Good King WenceslandBring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabel
The concert wild al so featur
from Cold Blows the Day His poetic lyrics will strike a chord wi

his appreciation of the magical qualities of the winter season.

Several UU guest musicians will
join Travel er 0 si eV r/ 0H :’4",7=
this a festive and memorable holi ‘e

event. Warm wassail and seas

treats will be shared at a receptl

following the concert. Tickets a

$8.00 for adults, children 14 a

under are free.

j the winter season

Contact Michael Lewis}y ;
michael@travelersdream.net or v LT RN
www.travelersdream.net for mo

information.



COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS

Update from the MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

After a flurry of work, gathering information, filling in the time"i who will come to our church tmeet congregants angl
blanks on forms, putting together a Packet to attract ministefgeach on two SundaydVe 6 | | then ask yopu
the Ministerial Search Committee is preparing to reap the fruitainister at a congregationaleeting.

of its labors. To update you on our progress: ) ]
Until we announce the fini searching for

AWe used your answers to the Survey to help us answerandi dat e, we . - 1) e
. . ! . L . . the best minister

guestions on the Unitarian Universalist Association'give you any information abo )

Transitions website. Our Congregational Record has now beeandidatespb ut we 6 | | for this church 5

available there to searching ministers for a few weeks. talk to you about any other asp: at this tlin

) o of the process.
AWe put together a congregational Packet outlining who we

are, what Greater Lafayette is like, and who we are looking féWe are planning to host a table after at least one Sunday service
(based to a great extent on your Survey answers). very soon. Our beautiful "advertisement" Packet will pe

available for anyone who wishes to see it, and MSC members
ABy the time you read this, we will have finished the Packegill gladly speak with you about any aspect of our work. [In
and begun looking at the Ministerial Records of searchingddition, we welcome any questions you think we should ask

ministers. prospective ministerial candidates. Phone interviews and [live
his i AR interviews are on our agenda; YOU may know of important
This Is an exciting time! questions we should ask. Please plan to stop by our table.

Now we will move into a different phase of the search. We W”||—|ave Some comments . .

. S . . . , questions or ideas? Feel free to contact anyone on
soon begin rev.IEWIrjg information from m'n'SterS in search Of fhe Ministerial Search Committee: Barny Dunning, Gary Fowler, Cindy
new congregation, in order to narrow the field to those we wisterlach, Bill Kannel, Joan Marshall, Suzan Windnagel or Noemi Ybarra
to get to know better. We will conduct phone interviews of the
most promising candidates. Next, we will choose a few to Noemi Ybarra,
preach in "neutral pulpits”"churches where neither we nor they Ministerial Search Committ
are known. From that group, we'll select the one final candidate
i the person we feel is "the best minister for this church at this

D
(¢
rn

CHURCH ARCHIVE PROJECT : COMPLETE

We're happy to report that the church archives project idection, please contact the administrative assistant,

now finished. For the past few months Caroline Barn- Karin Bergman. If you have specific questions about

hart, Nancy Patchen, and Kaye McSpadden havecontents of the collection, or the process we used to sort

beenmethodically working their way through boxes and and develop the collection, contact Kaye McSpadden.

piles of files and documents, determining what to keep

and what to toss, and developing an organizational sysAn interesting sidaote: now that the archives project is

tem that keeps items safe but accessible. finished, we have gained an additional meeting space in
the church-- the upper room off the Fellowship Hall.

In the process, we alset upprocedures whereby cer- Although thisroom is not handicapped accessible, it

tain records would be regularly archived, including will be appropriate and useful for some functions.

church newsletters, Sunday orders of service, news clip-

pings, and board minutes. Kaye McSpadd

The archives collection is located in a closet off the Archives Commit

church office. If you are interested in checking the col

The deadline for the January issue ofltlyhted Chalis@ uesday, December 15at noon.
Please be aware that articles received after that time will not be accepted
until the following month (for the February 2010 issue).
Christine Schertz is helping with the December and January dfigieed ChalaeKarin
Bergman will be out on vacation the week of Thanksgiving and the week of Christmas




COMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS. UNDER OUR ROOF

UNDER
OUR ROOF

Marty Becker and Barbara Pinzelik had a private wedding cere
on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Unitarian Universalist Church. Reverend Dr. Marlene Wa
officiated, and members of the UUC choir sang with beau
harmonies. Congratulations and Best Wishes!

Congratulations to Don and Ruth Ann Ferris, whose 57th wec
anniversary was November 26, Thanksgiving Day 2009!
celebrated with family. Happy Anniversary!

a)

Best wishes to Patty Wood who is scheduled to have hip replac meqt

surgery at IU Hospital in Indianapolis on December 8. If you
able to help support Patty during her recovery period with a meal
transportation to church or doctor, please call Cheryl Fowler at
2907 or email cherylafowler@gmail.com. Thank you.

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Kathleen Vanderkolk Peyton and
the Vanderkolk Family on the loss of their sister, Janet, who red
succumbed to a long illness.

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or illness
the fAUnder Our Roof o col umn, or
announcement posted in this column, please contact Cheryl Foy
Chairperson, Pastoral Care Committee

Cheryl Fowler
Chair, Pastoral Care Com

GROUP MEETINGS & CHURCH NEWS

GROUNDS COMMITTEE : Thank you to everyone who turned o
to help with our fall cleanup on Nov. 7There will be one last round

of raking and cleaning the gutters after all the leaves have drop

from the trees.Thanks again!- Michael Lewis, Grounds Committe
Chairman

FIBERARTS QUILTING Wedre still tryin
that will be donated to Saint Elizabeth Neonatal Unit this month at
new hospi t aoré than dpbtankets e been washed 4
Ivory and individually boxed.There is another carton in process an
in need of hand hemmindf you would like to help, please take on
from the big basket in the hall outside Room 101 and return it to
same basket wh e Ror further éforenatidnj contast
Dr. Patty Woodpatty@dcwi.conor Kirsten Reynolds,
kdreynol@purdue.edu.

FREETHINKERS Join us in civilly and objectively discussing
variety of controversial topics every 2nd and 4th Thursday of
month from 6:368:00 pm. Our December 10th discussion will be i
Room 106.We won't have a discussion on the 4th Thursday as th
Winter Solstice Eve. Go tawww.lafayettefreethinkers.orfpr more
information and to participate in our online discussions.

-Todd Barton, Freethinkers Committee Chairperson.

HYMNAL DONATION THANKS _ Many thanks to Patty Wood fo
donating two hymnals (one grey and one teal blue) with the follow.
dedication: To commemorate the wedding of Barbara Pinzelik an
Marty Becker on November 10, 2009

ar

mi

m»

Intake Inventory. _
tg bécé}ﬂbgrrl,TuLésnday:t I?5:‘?:30 ﬂrH.'PLobrSm
Council (101/103)
e December 4, Friday & Saturday: Holiday
Ar t Fair, with Trudi
* Performances!
* e d . December 711, Mon-Fri: LUM Jubilee Christ-

HARE

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS: GREETERS,

NEWCOMERS TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY

December 6
eGreeters:Dorothy Hughes, Kirsten Reynolds,

mongary Mueller
of eifewcomers TableJean Tyner and Kaye McSpadden

IkesCoffee Ministry: Jackie Sloss
tiful

December 13
eGreeters: Ed and Kathy Bowen, Jackie Sloss

didlewcomers TablePatty Wood and Gary Mueller
ThesCoffee Ministry: Mary Ann Foley

December 20

reeters: Dagmar Murray, Marty and Nancy Patchen
eNewcomers TableDagmar Murray and Denise Wilson
sCoffee Ministry: Michael Lewis

464

December 24
oGreeters: Beth & Chris Garretson, Kim Harden
ailewcomers TableAmy French and Rick Irvine

entigoffee Ministry: Chris Garretson

December 27

ineGreeters: Beth & Chris Garretson, Kim Harden

| NReRdoméry TdbleShannor Ungér Addt Sugam Winélrtagel d i n
er

+Coffee Ministry: Jackie Sloss and Mary Ann Foley

e

December
Calendar
Highlights

December B, Wednesday & Thursday: Holi-
day Art Fair Preparation! Artists coming in;

mas setup, Rm. 214, FH Upper and Low
rooms

December 12Saturday: LUM Jubilee Christ-
mas, FH, FH Upper and Lower Rooms, Med
tation Room, 214

December 13, SundayCongregational Meet-

ing

December 15, Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. Board
Meeting

December 27, SundayPOTLUCK!

D
=

eI 00



@

CoMMITTEE AND GROUP NEWS. SOCIAL JUSTICE @j

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE now meets on an evepthermonth
schedule. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January 14 from87300p.m. ir]
Room 101/103. Everyone is invited to join us and share your ideas for Social
projects. Please consider participating in these upcoming activitsgsoosored by ot

committee.
%2 GUEST AT YOUR TABLE

On November 22, you received your contribution box to welcome a Guest At Yo
ble. This is a service project of our Social Justice Committee and benefits the U
Uni versalist Service Committee. Th
vances human rights and soci al ust i

Jean Ty
Social Justice Com

j
UUSC is an associate member of the Unitarian Universalist Association but rece

general financial support from the UUA. Federal and state contributions are
cepted which ensures that the UUSC is an independent voice and entity.

We hope that many of you will choose to join the UUSC. Contributions in the C
boxes can be counted toward membership. Membership costs are:
I ndi vi dual $40; Dual $75; Seni
membership in UUSC this year.

or (6
Ruth Ann
For the Social Justig

LUM J UBILEE CHRISTMAS: SATURDAY DECEMBER 12TH. 10:00A.M.

This year's Jubilee Christmas celebration will be held on Saturday December 12th. at 10
Our church will once again be a Jubilee site. We will be partnering with the Lafayette K
Meeting and the Church of the Brethren to host 12 families with a total of 28 children.

LUM Jubilee Christmas is the Lafayette area's largest Christmas assistance program

required. We will need volunteers to help with-sptFriday night, help with teatown and
cleanup after Jubilee, volunteers to help serve refreshments during Jubilee, volunteers tq
childcare, and bakers to bake extra cookies for the families to take Hgme.would like to bg
involved in planning Jubilee Christmas or if you would like to volunteer contact Mary Finlg

UU LUM Repre

CHANGE FOR CHANGE

In 2006, the Soci al Justice Committee
al | coins in each Sundayb6s col | e cRoiPofit
groups assisting those in need. For December, all coins will be donatedtaititmiilders
Me n6s ,@progiam developed by tleur due Uni versity D
and Hearing ScienceandCircle of Friends whose purpose is to maximize thinking, mg
ory, language and social skills in a safe, supportive environment. To learn morg
Brainbuilders Men's Grougontact Anne Marie Kubat, Clinical Supervisor, at -AG8F
3809, amkubat@purdue.edu To learn more abouBrainbuilders Men's Groupgontact
Anne Marie Kubat, Clinical Supervisor, at 7894-3809,amkubat@ purdue.edu

Mary Fin

Green Sanctuaryd Melting Ice
and Greening Lawns

Like it or not, winter will arrive on
day soon. With it will come slippe
stiglf 1 ice. The past few yeaj
wedbve used a de
(www.safepaw.coryy which claims tg
Ebe pet and children safe, as well
ittea-Chraosive, thereby avoidin
some of the environmental proble
caused by saltased compounds.

my experience, it works at least
wgll as standard saltased com
fds. 8 Ibs costs in between $
$Ubsc aidgni 4t gHb Y
sdve, put then peithergrie pawsl ¢

N foRO6s Tal k of t
tFaiclay highlighted Paul Tukey, wh
offered his advice on how to care for
your lawn without using environ-
yrentally harmful chemicals. You
can listen to the broadcast or read
thg ransqfigat: vyout h/ S
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/std
r)ﬁghp’?storyld:11’33435523&&:1&f:.5
ndrew Hirsch,

the Green Sanctuary Com
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Mmitte

:00 a.m.
Friends
Unigue Holiday Gift:
Donate a Hymnal to Honor
& aPerson or Event

and is

large undertaking for its member churches. As such the help of a large number of volumteers is

What a wonderful gift for the holi-
taysteDonate the cost of a hymnal as
a special holiday gift in honor or in
Ymemory of someone, or to commemo-

€4 te a special event.
sentative _
Donation envelopes are in the pew

pockets. You may write your request
and place it in the offering dish any
$uRday. Thg erdegwillkbg placed Bg-a
cembgrile. were contrib
Your gift will be listed in theLighted

e Phllice PIdase feP B RrOW if yol-dd N

EMNOT want it listed..
e about | . .
Singing the Living Tradition:$30

Singing the Journey$18

Dianna Poinde

Worship Comn



http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=113435523&ft=1&f=5
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=113435523&ft=1&f=5

RETREAT REFLECTIONS

I know some of you think | love to organize the All

I want to thank all 85 of you who attended the re-

Church Retreat because | get to go to Panera Bread Thurs- treat. It was a wonderful opportunity to meet and bond

day night before the retreat and load my car and stomach
with wonderful cookies, Danish, bagels and bread. How-
ever, there is another reason that the retreat is my all time
favorite UU event of the year. The reason is YOU!

Yes, my love of fellow UUs and spending time in a
relaxed, outdoor environment with you is all the joy a girl
like me needs. | came away from the retreat weekend
physically exhausted, but with my heart and soul nour-
ished. | am thankful for all that helped make it a weekend
of communing with each other, helping hands in the
kitchen, and stretching our bodies/minds to endure a 25
mile bike ride against strong winds from the west.

I |l eft Martha Gipsonds
her ability to lead us in spirit, to open our hearts to each
other through words, song, and dance. | loved seeing our
children, Adam, lan and Rosie trying all the native Ameri-

with new UUb6s; Kevin and Li s

always fun to have the ever loyal retreat attendees, the

Seeseds, Patty Wood, Thi el 6s

the Ferrisos. I | earned duri

you let fellow UUs do what you ask and trust them, they

will succeed with flying colors. | implicitly trusted all

those who helped with the retreat; Martha for the worship

service, Christine Schertz on food and menus, Kirsten and

Christine Reynolds for registration, the workshop lead-

ersand Jeffrey for childcare everyone was a star, doing

good work forour beloved community.
Martha cl osed

the worship

wapmnsuhity is liks & wheel and weaars aalk spakes aftthe

wheel, making whatever contributions we can; the more
spokes, the stronger the
rich with your contributions thank you all for sharing

wh e

can instruments as we circled around each other connected them with each other at the retreat! We are blessed to have

in our faith, honoring the Native American wisdom and
culture that Martha so eloquently shared with us. Seeing
our youth embrace these opportunities gives me hope for

SO many spokes.
Lisa Pantea,

Retreat Coordinator

our future.

THANKS FROM (AND TO) THE FELLOWSHIP HALL TASK FORCE

With the recently completed flooring and painting Over the course of the past year, the Task Force |has
renovation,the Fellowship Hall Task Force has completed worked very hard, engaging in research, visiting other fagili-
its work. A year ago the task force was convened to explorgies, consulting professionals, and discussing many issLes.
potential improvements that would make the space moraye are very grateful for all the time and effvey contrib-
attractive and functional. We developed a comprehensiveyted to this project- Kathy Coder, JoAnn Darling, Michae
plan which would include removal of the doublecker | ewis, Kaye McSpadden, Sue Robinson, Christine Schartz,
classrooms, expansion of the large gathering room, creatiopritz Smith, and Noemi Ybarra.
of new storage areas, expansion of the kitchen, and the addi-

tion of new doorways leading to an outside patio. We are also grateful tall members and friendsho

_ contributed to the recent capital campaign, which made this
However, we discovered that the cost of the compreproject possible (as well as many other building projects).
hensive plan is beyond our current resources, so instead Wehanks to all the donors as well as those who organized|and

embarked on an interim plan to bring abenbdest but |ed the campaign in 2007, as we prepared to move into| the
muchneeded improvements, including installing a new peridian Street building.

floor and painting the walls.
_ o We are hopeful that within the near future, perhapg in
We appreciate everyone's flexibility and understand-3-5 yearsthe congregatiowill be ready toembark uporthe

ing during the 2veek renovation itself. We hope everyone comprehensive project that is our ultimate goal for the fel-
is pleased with the results and that we will all work hard tojowship hall.

keep this a nice and attractive space. Here are some simple
guidelines we would like to suggest: (1) Do not allow extra-
neous furniture, supplies, and other items to clutter the fel-
lowship hall, (2)Be careful about placing items on the walls

-- use only removable tape, and [8you notice that a table

is missing leg caps (on the bottoms of the legs), do not use
that table.

Kaye McSpadden,
Chair, Fellowship Hall Task Fe




NURTURE YOUR SPIRIT.
HELP HEAL OUR WORLD.

2009
Holiday Art Fair

Dates & Times:

Friday, December 4", 5:308 9:00 pm
Saturday, December 5", 10:00 an® 5:00 pm

Affordable fine art by area artists:

Glass ~ Pottery ~ Jewelry

Stationery ~ Ornaments ~ Paintings
Woodwork ~ Fiber Art ~ Photography

and more

Gourmet food, delicious soup, pastries,
and more from Trudi

Live Music!

Unitarian Universalist Church
333 Meridian Street, West Lafayette

7657438812
uuc@uulafayette.org

(Visa & MasterCard accepted)

Our Covenant

Love is the spirit
of this church
and service
is its law.
This is our covenant:

to dwell together
in peace,
to seek the truth
in love,
and to help
one another.

Our Mission Statement

The Unitarian Universalist Church
IS & nurturing religious community
that celebrates diverse beliefs
and encourages spiritual growth

through lifelong learning.
Guided by our
Unitarian Universalist Principles,
we support each other
in our life journeys and
work toward social justice
iCtide focal hnd world communities.



