
 

 

  

FEBRUARY 7 

ñUnitarianism:  Freedom, 

Reason & Toleranceò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate:  Kris Taylor 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 
 

As part of our History Month Project I 

will be exploring the history of 

Unitarianism and Unitarian theology and 

what that means for this congregation 

today. 

 

FEBRUARY 14 

ñThe Stories We Tellò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate: Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 
 

This Sunday we will wrap up our month 
long History Project. I will share with you 

the threads I see in your tapestry of the 

story of this congregation that you have 

placed on the History Timeline.  

Following the service there will be light 

lunch followed by an invitation to re-

gather in the sanctuary once again to take 

a last look at the timeline and to process 

the stories that are told on it. 

 

FEBRUARY 21 

Guest Minister Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

"The Shades of God" 

Worship Associate:  Kat Braz 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

 

 

 

Many of us have a yes-or-no, black-or-

white, do-or-don't-believe notion about 

God.  On one end of the spectrum is the 

traditional divine punisher and creator, 

and on the other end, nothing at all.  Our 

guest preacher, Rev. Barbara Gadon, will 

explore the shades in between - and the 
diversity of belief in Unitarian 

Universalism. 
 

Rev. Barbara Gadon is the Minister for 

Programs and Pastoral Care in 

Wilmington, Delaware.  She has also 

served congregations in Arlington and 

Fairfax Virginia, Ludington, Michigan, 

and Easton, Maryland.  She is a collage 

artist, a proud native Minnesotan, and 

joyfully married to Robert Gadon, a yoga 
instructor. 

 
FEBRUARY 28 

ñTranscending Mystery and Powerò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate: Dianna Poindexter 

Pianist:  JoAnne Mullen 

 

The living tradition we share draws from 

many sources and the first of these is 

ñDirect experience of that transcending 

mystery and wonder, affirmed in all 

cultures, which moves us to a renewal of 

the spirit and an openness to the forces 

that create and uphold life.ò  How does 

this source of our faith guide us in our 

lives as individuals and as a community? 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS  

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.  Childcare Available. 
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INTERIM  M USINGS 
 

 
 

 It has been a month of contrasts. It began 

with frigid cold and as I write this we are in the 

midst of a warm rainy spell more like March 

than January. It began, for me, with a week in 

sunny California for my son Noahôs wedding to 

his lovely wife Jessica; followed by hearing the 

news in the Dallas Fort Worth airport on the 

way home of the devastating earthquake in Haiti 

and heart-wrenching images from the streets of 

Port-Au-Prince.  It began with a New Year and 

all that brings, and the hopes and expectations 

of meaningful health care reform; and is ending 

with a surprising and disappointing election and 

a shocking, some would say outrageous, 

decision by the Supreme Court on election 

finance. I canôt help but be reminded of the 

opening lines of Dickensô The Tale of Two 

Cities, ñIt was the best of times, it was the worst 

of times.ò 
 

 Yet, we hold on to the hope, we keep 

moving forward in small ways and in larger 

ways. We do what we can do. I was so proud of 

you as congregation when on January 17 you 

raised over $900 in a special collection for the 

UUSCôs Haiti Earthquake relief work. You can 

continue to support the UUSC through direct 

donations on the UUSC website UUSC.org and 

as of January 19 over $359,000 has been 

donated for that important work.  The History 

Month Project has gotten off to a great start and 

many of you are adding your threads to the 

tapestry that is the story of this congregation 

represented on the history timeline in the 

sanctuary. I am also proud of your response to 

the Stewardship Committeeôs ñSecond Askò to 

balance the budget because keeping this 

congregation strong makes a difference. I see 

the strength of your compassion and convictions 

day in and day out in both large and small ways, 

some visible and some not. 
 

 So in the days to come, as winter keeps it's 

hold on us for a bit longer, remember that spring 

is coming, that what you do matters, that 

together you make a difference and that hope 

and love abound even in the worst of times. 
 

     Blessings, 
     Marlene 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. in Rm. 101/103. Please use the back 

entrance to the building by the red mailbox nearest the offices (south side of the 

building near the playground).  Everyone is welcome!  Childcare is provided.  

Forum Coordinator is Professor Jim Anderson*. 
 

February 7: UU Youth Members:  Facebook, My Space and All That 

February 14: TBA:  Technology in the Theatre 

February 21: Michael Lewis:  Digital Recording 

February 28: Peggy Rowe:  Clinical Genomes and Personalized  

  Medicine 
 

*Forum needs a new co-chair:  Many thanks to Prof. Mark French for co-

chairing during 2009.  Prof. Jim Anderson will continue to co-chair along with 

the new individual.  If you are interested in participating in  a vital part of church 

life as a Forum Coordinator, contact Jim or Mark. 

SUNDAY  M ORNING  FORUM  



 

 

 The Board met on January 19 

and covered several topics.  We 

have heard that we did receive the 

Chalice Lighter Grant from the 

District, but the terms are not the 

same as what we originally 

thought, so the topic of the 

custodian position will be among 

the things we discuss at 

informational meetings prior to 

the Congregational Meeting where 

we will vote on the finalized 

budget.  The first informational 

meeting was held on January 31; 

the second will be held February 

7 after the regular service.  The 

Congregational Meeting will be 

held Feb. 21 after service.  
Childcare will be provided at all 

of these meetings. 

 

 We also had a report from the 

Stewardship Committee about the 

progress of the ñSecond Askò part 

of the pledge drive, and it seems 

to have gone very well.  If you 

were planning to increase your 

pledge or hadnôt had the chance to 

make your pledge, now would be 

a good time.  Pledge cards are 

available in the church office or in 

the Narthex. 

 

 A revised Building Use Policy 

was discussed and will be voted 

on at the next Board meeting.  

There are some changes in fees 

and the rules for who pays for use 

of our building have been 

tightened up a bit.  A proposed 

change to the bylaws was 

examined, and some suggestions 

were made for amending it; this 

will also be voted on at the next 

Board meeting.  The purpose and 

current status of the Program 

Council was also discussed; this 

has been getting more active and 

we hope to have it become more 

alive in coming months. 

 

 The next Board meeting will 

be on February 16 at 6:30 p.m.  

in 101/103.  Members are always 

welcome to join us. 

  Eric Thiel, 
  Board President 

From the board president  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 

Board President 

Eric Thiel 

eathiel@comcast.net; eathiel@purdue.edu 
 

Past President 

Fritz Smith 

xenadogfritz@yahoo.com 
 

Future President 

Mary Finley 

mdfinley99@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Janice Kritchevsky 

caprismall@yahoo.com 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 

kdreynol@purdue.edu 
 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Garretson 

garretson05182002@live.com 
 

Trustee to 2010 

Marty Becker 

funfester_99@yahoo.com 
 

Trustee to 2011 

Gary Mueller 

muellgp@gmail.com 
 

Trustee to 2013 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

gruenbaum@purdue.edu; gruenbaum@cvip.net 

 

STAFF 

 

Interim Minister  

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

revmwalker@mac.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 

Jeffrey Bauer 

ffejuu@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Karin Bergman 

uuc@uulafayette.org 
 

Choir Director  

Denise Gilliland 

gillilandchoir@gmail.com 
 

Pianist 

Shellie Johnson 

shelliekjk@gmail.com 
 

March 2010 Newsletter  

Deadline:  Monday, February 15 

12:00 noon 
Articles received after that time 

will be in the April issue. 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org 

with ñNewsletterò in subject box 

or place items in Admin. Assistant 

mailbox, Room 106 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

Phone:  765.743.8812  

email:   uuc@uulafayette.org 

Web page:  http://uulafayette.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m.ð5:00 p.m. 

Please call ahead for appointments 

 

Webspinner:  Eric Thiel 

uucwebspinner@yahoo.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on February 21, at 

12:00 noon in the sanctuary.  The purpose of this meeting will 

be to take a final vote on the 2010 budget.  For those unsure 

of what the budget contains or wishing to know what changes 

have been made since last yearôs budget, there will be another  

Informational Meeting on February 7 after the regular 

service.  Childcare will be available for the Congregational 

Meeting, as well as for the Informational Meeting. 

       Eric Thiel, 
       Board President 



 

 

 

 

 
In 2010, the Adult R.E. program will offer a variety of cooking classes 

to expand your repertoire. The first, led by Amy French on February 13 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, focuses on Food To Enhance 

Romance just in time for Valentineôs Day! Additional classes, 

including Tea Preparation and Tasting, and preparation of ethnic foods, 

will be offered periodically in coming months.  If you have specific 

requests or are interested in leading a class, please contact Adult R.E. 

co-chairs Kirsten Reynolds, Beth Garretson, or Amy French with your 

ideas. 

 

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven, an updated religious education  

curriculum in feminist ñthealogyò (a term coined by course developer 

Shirley Ranck in homage of the outcast feminine in patriarchal 

ideology/societies through time) taught by Janice Thiel and associates, 

currently meets from 6:30ï9:00 p.m. on Monday evenings in Room 

102, Office Wing.  IN ANCIENT TIMES  introduces participants to 

ancient Goddesses, weaving their stories together with major concerns 

of women today.  Themes include: The Sacred Female, In the Name of 

the Mother and the Daughter, Womanpower, The First Turning-From 

Goddess to God, and Reclaiming Women's Heritage.   

 

 

 

 
ON THE THRESHOLD , a six-session continuation of the 

course, continues our journey into the past to reclaim the 

stories of powerful women found in ancient Judaism and early 

Christianity. We examine the global silencing and 

brutalization of women that accompanied the rise of 

patriarchal religion and society. Finally we celebrate the 

exciting new world-view and thealogy that has emerged in our 

time, and explore the personal and social changes that may be 

suggested by that new world-view and thealogy. We will 

continue the complex process of telling a new story. Sessions are titled, 

"The Hebrew Goddess," "Sarah the Priestess," "The Apostle Mary," 

"The Virgin Mary," "Witchcraft," and "Future Fantasies."  Carole Etzler 

Eagleheart's CD, "She Calls to Us," contains many of the songs in the 

curriculum. Sound samples are available at the UUWR online Store, 

www.uuwr.org/store.htm. For further information see 

www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/blog. 
 

     Elizabeth Garretson, 
     Adult R.E. Committee Chair 
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 Like many UUôs, I love finding jokes about UUôs (I find we are 

our own best source of making fun {of ourselves}).  One of them 

is: 
 

 Q: How can you identify a Unitarian Universalist extremist 

       group? 

 A:  If they burn a question mark on your lawn. 
 

But I have also heard it as: 
 

 Q:   How do you terrorize Unitarian Universalists? 

 A:   You burn a question mark on their lawn. 
 

Either way, you are damaging poor living organisms (grass) and 

creating green-house gases (in addition to the terror aspects).  But 

why are UUôs associated with question marks?  We do not fear 

questions nor question marks.  Because not only do we ask 

questions ï we seek questions.  By questions we learn more about 

our world, each other and ourselves. 

 Our official symbol, the flaming chalice, has no one 

meaning.  It stands for Unitarian Universalism, for the help we 

offer to others, and has many strong messages attached to itðbut it 

does not have one set message behind it. 

 It also is not as funny, nor scary, to set an already flaming 

chalice on fire (double flaming?).  Additionally, setting someoneôs 

bird bath (a chalice shaped object) on fire is challenging (they tend 

to be cement and filled with water), weird and mean to the 

birds.  But it is an important thing to be aware ofðwe consider 

question marks important, possibly more important than our 

chalice.  Or at least funnieré 

 Three children were talking about their religions.  "I'm a 

Catholic," said one, "and our symbol is the cross."  "I'm Jewish," 

said the second, "and our symbol is the Star of David."  The third 

child said, "I'm a Unitarian Universalist and our symbol is a candle 

in a cocktail glass!" 
 

 Be aware of how we think and present ourselves.  Are we a 

religion of questions?  A religion of light and help?  Or a religion 

of a column of hydrocarbons ignited at the top and set in an adult 

beverage drinking container? 

 The number of question marks in the previous 

paragraph was unintentionalé Jeffrey Bauer, 
     Director of Religious Education 

 
 Thank you to everyone who participated in our potluck 

dinners.  We had parents and teachers aplenty show up, ate yummy 

food and talked about our RE programs. 

 The Junior High class has added two members to the YAC 

(Youth Adult Committee).  Most of the discussion we had at the 

potluck focused on  the Coming of Age program next fall, and other 

activities held outside of church time.  The Jr. High School group 

enjoys class, but some have a hard time getting there. 

 The Senior High class is testing a new curriculum this year, 

with most of the discussion being about class topics (present, future 

and past).  There were several ideas to give to the YAC to plan for 

future activities for the youth. 

 We will once again be making Valentineôs cards for our RE 

program to members who are home-bound or deserving of extra 

love.  This year instead of making them in class, we will be making 

them after class so that kids of all grades can work together.  We 

will have goodies for our artists as well.  The card making party 

will be after church on February 7 in 101/103. 

 The Junior High and Senior High youth will not be having 

activities outside of class the second and third Sunday of the month

- instead we will be going as a group to see Jesus Christ Superstar, 

February 12.  Judeo-Christian Heritage with great music 
 

TEACHER TRAINING AND DINNER  This is a mandatory 

sexual abuse prevention training that childcare workers need to 

attend, held the last Sunday in February(2.28), from 3:30-6:00 

p.m.  We will start with training and end with teacher team 

meetings.  Jeffrey Bauer has the list of those who attended last year 

- everyone else is required to attend (unless you have evidence that 

you have recently had the training elsewhere).  The plus side - it 

wonôt take long, important information will be acquired, and good 

company will be shared. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:  DECIPHERS FROM THE DRE  

http://www.uuwr.org/www.cakesforthequeenofheaven.org/blog
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  

NEEDS ñSHADOWS!ò 
 

RE still has a regular need for 1-on-1 helpers or "shadows" to attend to a 

few individual children during RE class time.  We have some volunteers, 

but for this important program to continue and to ensure the same indi-

viduals aren't always called upon weekly, we need your dedicated 

help.  This job involves being the 1-on-1 aide for an individual child 

who needs a helper during the class period.  This helper will provide re-

direction back to the group activity when needed and will stay close by 

the child to ensure that he stays in the classroom and engaged in a safe 

activity.  At times, it may be necessary to take a break with a child, per-

haps in the hall, or, once the room is ready, to a special cool-down space 

that has been referred to as the "Zen Chapel."  You need not be an RE 

teacher or even have a child in the RE program to volunteer to help in 

this way.  AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Please contact Christine 

Reynolds. 

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE (EXTERIOR AND GROUNDS)  

IN NEED OF CHAIRPERSON 
 

The Building Committee (Exterior and Grounds) is still in need of a 

chairperson. Many thanks to Michael Lewis for his dedication and skills 

in having filled this post until recently.  If you have interest in this area 

and donôt mind calling a monthly meeting and approving expenditures 

within the committee budget, please contact Board President Eric Thiel 

to volunteer for enslavement service.  Many thanks to Linda Prokopy for 

stepping forward to chair the Membership Committee.  We will also be 

working on forming a long-range planning committee, so if your talents 

lie along those lines, please contact Board President Eric Thiel. 

AUTHORIZATION  OF EXPENDITURES 
 

In light of the need to keep a tight rein on dis-

cretionary expenditures, a new reimbursement 

policy will be put in place beginning in January 

2010.  We plan to keep close tabs on who au-

thorizes expenditures and approves requests for 

reimbursement.  An expense authorization 

form will be available to aid in this proc-

ess.  Committee chairs are responsible to see 

that budget lines related to their committees are 

not overspent. 

 

Also, anyone who orders services or items pur-

chased for the church should fill out the form 

and give it to the Treasurer, Janice 

Kritchevsky, so that she does not get bills from 

vendors with no idea who placed the order or 

why.  There are new expense forms to complete 

for reimbursement in the Office Workroom on 

the group mailbox.  We thank you for your co-

operation as we institute these procedures. 
 

    The Finance Committee 

Finance committee  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS 

Update from the MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE  

 

 

 
 

anuary has proven to be one of the most hectic 

months for  your Ministerial  Search 

Committee.  After "more than a handful" of 

ministers expressed interest in our congregation, we 

exchanged packets with several and have been reading, 

studying, listening, discussing, and comparing. We have now 

completed phone interviews and are in the midst of checking 

many references for each minister.  Next we will choose the 

few whom we will invite to preach at neutral pulpits 

(churches within a few hours' drive).  By the time you read 

this article, those decisions will have been made and we will 

be moving on to the next phase of finding a new minister. 

 

 As we have explained in past articles, we are not free to 

discuss who these ministers are at this time.  Many of 

the  ministers currently seeking new congregations have not 

yet told their congregations that they may leave.  We must 

honor their desire for confidentiality during this phase of the 

process.  We hope to have one candidate to reveal to you by 

mid-March. 

 

 Of course, you know by now that we aren't looking for 

the minister WE as a group like best, but the one who will be 

the best fit "for this congregation at this time."   Although  we  

 

 

 
 

will have several ministers as pre-

candidates, it is possible that none 

of them will be the right "fit" for 

our congregation.  Choosing 

none, we know, would be better 

than choosing the wrong 

person.  We all take this matter 

and your trust in us very 

seriously. 

 

 For the last few Sundays we have offered for your perusal 

the Congregational Packet that we created and sent to some of 

the ministers who expressed an interest in our congregation.  

This Packet describes some of who we are, what the area is 

like, and what we are looking for.  If you'd like to take a look 

for yourself, a copy will soon be available in the church 

office. 
\ 

(As always, feel free to contact any member of the MSC with 

questions, comments, and suggestions:  Barny Dunning, Gary 

Fowler, Cindy Gerlach, Bill Kannel, Joan Marshall, Suzan 

Windnagel, Noemi Ybarra) 

      Noemi Ybarra 
      Secretary, MSC 

Searching for  
    "the best minister  
            for this church  
                 at this timeéó 



 

 

      February  
 Calendar Highlights 

2 Tuesday, Program Council, 6:30 pm (101/103) 

7 Sunday  (Magazine Exchange in Library) 

 Bake Sale for Haiti, before and after service (10:00 am &

 11:30 am, FH)  

 RE Valentine Creations, 11:45 am (101/103) 

 Informational Meeting for Congregation to discuss 2010 

 Budget, 12:00 pm (S, FH) 

10 Wednesday, Connections Committee, 6:00 pm (106) 

12 Friday, RE Youth attend ñJesus Christ Superstar,ò 8:00 pm, 

 Purdue University Elliott Hall 

13 Saturday, ñFood to Enhance Romance,ò special cooking 

 class taught by Amy French for Valentineôs Day, 3:00 pm (FH) 

14 Sunday, History Month Project Wrap -Up:  Light Luncheon 

 served in FH after worship by Interim Transition Team; discuss  

 timeline of this congregationôs history 

15 Monday, MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

16 Tuesday, BOARD MEETING, 6:30 pm (101/103) 

18 Thursday, League of Women Voters Brown Bag Luncheon 

 12:00 pm Fellowship Hall 

21 Sunday, CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO VOTE ON 

2010 BUDGET, 12:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

28 Potluck Dinner after service in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Visit our website, www.uulafayette.org, and select ñCalendarò 

to view a complete listing of all activities, both within-church 

and external group events,  taking place at our church.  Check 

our FACEBOOK pageðinsert ñUnitarian Universalist 

Church, West Lafayetteò in the ñSearchò box at upper right of 

the menu to see up-to-date listings of special activities. 
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COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS:  UNDER  OUR  ROOF  

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY  

 

 
 

February 7 

Greeters: Dagmar Murray, Amy French, Kirsten Reynolds 

Newcomers Table:  Dagmar Murray 

Coffee Ministry:  Mary Ann Foley  
 

February 14 

Greeters:  Kim Harden, Dorothy Hughes, Jackie Sloss  
Newcomers Table:  Kim Harden 

Coffee Ministry:  Mary Ann Foley  
 

February 21 

Greeters:  Cheryl Fowler, Don & Ruth Ann Ferris  
Newcomers Table:  Cheryl Fowler  

Coffee Ministry:  Mary Ann Foley  

 

February28 

Greeters:  Marty & Nancy Patchen, Suzan Windnagel  
Newcomers Table:  Marty & Nancy Patchen 

Coffee Ministry:   Mary Ann Foley  

 

 

 

 
Kathleen Peyton has two new 

granddaughters!  Greta was born in North 

Carolina on 12-2-2009.  Sacha was born on 1-1-2010 in Lafayette. 
 

Congratulations to Gabriela Weaver and Sergey Savinov on the 

birth of their son, Alexander Luis Savinov, on December 11, 2009, 

7:58 a.m.  He weighed 8 lbs., 10 oz. and was 21" long.  It was great 

to see you all in church on January 24! 
 

Patty Wood has moved back home as of January 20 after her time in 

University Place.  Sheôs has no further restrictions and is once again 

completely and independently on the go! 
 

Congratulations to the following longtime members of our 

Fellowship/Church: 
 

Caroline and Roy Barnhart have been 

members for 55 years! 
 

Joan and Karl Lohmann have been members 

for 50 years! 
 

Our sympathy and thoughts are with Kathleen Peyton whose sister, 

Janet Taylor, died November 2009 in Tennessee. 
 

If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, sorrow or 

illness in the ñUnder Our Roofò column, or seek further 

information regarding an announcement posted in this column, 

please contact Cheryl Fowler, Chairperson, Pastoral Care 

Committee.   Cheryl Fowler, 
     Chair, Pastoral Care Group 

 

GROUP MEETINGS & CHURCH NEWS  
 

 
 

SHARED HEARTH SUPPERS will be held during the last week of 

February or first week of March, with final dates to be announced 

soon.  If you are interested in either hosting or attending a dinner, 

please contact Christine Reynolds. 
 

FREETHINKERS  Join us in civilly and objectively discussing a 

variety of controversial topics every 4th Thursday of the month from 

6:30-8:00 p.m. in Room 106.  Our February 25 topic will be "Why Do 

So Many People Doubt The World's Climate Scientists?"  Go to 

www.lafayettefreethinkers.org for more information and to participate 

in our online discussions.  Todd Barton. 
 

PAYLESS/KROGER FUNDRAISER:   Payless (Kroger) offers gift 

cards that churches and schools can use as a fund raiser for their or-

ganizations. Kroger will donate 3% of purchases (including gas) back 

to the church.  If you already shop at Payless this is a painless way to 

donate to the church.  The gift cards are available from Kirsten Rey-

nolds.   

LOST AND FOUND is located on a shelf near the office across from 

Room 106 . There will be a note in the newsletter to let everyone 

know when items will be taken to Goodwill so you will have time to 

claim your missing items. Please place only items found at church in 

the Lost and Found to help keep our building tidy. Thank you. 

UNDER  

OUR  ROOF  

http://karenswhimsy.com/public-domain-images/cupid-clipart/images/cupid-clipart-3.jpg
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THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE will meet next on Thursday, March 11, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 101/103. 

 

COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS: 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  

CHANGE  FOR CHANGE  
 

For 2010, Change for Change will benefit local agencies that 

are helping people meet their health care needs. During the 

months of January and February, we will donate all the coins 

placed in the collection plates to Lafayette Urban Ministryôs 

advocacy program, designating the money for medical assis-

tance. LUM is supported by 42 churches and assists approxi-

mately 6000 family units a year. In 2009, LUM distributed 

$130,000 to clients through its centralized emergency fund 

(helping approximately 1,800 clients), and some of that money 

was for medical assistance. For example, in one month - October 

2009, LUM spent $900 to help clients with medical emergencies. 

Every day clients walk through LUMôs doors asking for help 

purchasing prescription drugs. Others need help with medical 

devices, such as insulin pumps, bed pads, orthopedic lifts for 

shoes, or eyeglasses. Clients need assistance because their in-

come doesnôt meet their living expenses (low paying jobs, re-

duced hours, seasonal work, no insurance) or they donôt qualify 

for enrollment at the local community clinic. As Unitarians, 

many of us believe that health care is a basic human right. Please 

give generously to help those who ñfall between the cracks.ò 
    Linda Prokopy, 
    Social Justice Committee 

LUM JUBILEE RECAP:  THANK YOU UUôS! 
 

In the hustle-bustle of the holiday season it is easy to forget that 

there are many people for whom this time of year is very difficult. 

The purpose of LUM Jubilee Christmas is to lend a helping hand 

to families in need. LUM Jubilee is the Lafayette area's largest 

Christmas assistance program helping families provide gifts for 

their children thereby alleviating some of the stress that parents 

experience this time of year. 
 

Here are a few responses to the question, "What does this Jubilee 

Christmas mean to you and your family?": 'Everything, my chil-

dren would not have much of a Christmas if it wasnôt for Jubilee;' 

'Itôs a wonderful experience and so much appreciated. Thank you 

from the bottom of my heart;' and 'Everything! Without it I would 

have very little to give my children.' The assistance that 

LUM  provides to our community under the auspices of its mem-

ber churches is invaluable to needy families. On behalf Kristy 

Frier, the Jubilee coordinator for the Lafayette Church of the 

Brethren, Liz O'Neil,  the Jubilee coordinator for the Lafayette 

Friends Meeting and the UU Social Justice Committee, I would 

like to say thank you to everyone who helped make LUM Jubilee 

Christmas 2009 a success, and to the UU congregation for sup-

porting LUM Jubilee Christmas. It really does make a difference 

in people's lives! 

   Mary Finley, 
   LUM Jubilee Christmas 2009 Coordinator 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH  

2009 SOCIAL JUSTICE OUTREACH 
 

The Social Justice Committee, on behalf of the UU Church, supports the work of many organizations each year. Money comes from the 

UU budget, special collections, and fundraisers. We are grateful to the congregation for your generosity and assistance as we work to 

further the missions of organizations in our community and beyond. In the 2009 calendar year, our congregation contributed approxi-

mately $9000 in outreach. 
 

   Change for Change       $1868 

   Guest at Your Table (UUSC)      $1355 (as of 1/22/10) 

   Darfur Peace and Development Organization Schools Project   $240 

   Lafayette Urban Ministry 

    General Fund       $600 

    Food Pantry       $500 (plus donated food) 

    After School Program      $100 

    Homeless Shelter       $100 

    Christmas Jubilee       $960 (plus donated toys) 

    Capital Campaign      $300 

    Centralized Emergency Fund     $300 

   Domestic Violence Intervention and Prevention Program   $200 (plus donations) 

   Cary Home        $100 

   Goodwill Clothing Drive       $925 in vouchers 

   Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination     $100 

   Indiana Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice    $100 

   Lafayette Area Peace Coalition      $50 (plus in kind donations) 

   OUTfest         $300 

   Family Promise of Greater Lafayette     $700 (plus donations) 

   Diversity Roundtable       $100 

   UU UNO        $100 
 

            Jean Tyner, 
            Social Justice Committee Chair 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALICE LIGHTER GRANT  
 

In mid-January, leaders of the Chalice Lighter Program of the 

Heartland District announced that our congregation had been 

selected as one of two recipients for a Chalice Lighter Grant. 

We are expecting to receive $5,000-$6,000 in support of our 

proposal to create a new Building Caretaker staff position.  
 

Although the amount is less than we had requested, it 

will  allow us to move forward on our goal and we are 

very happy to receive it. The Board, the Finance 

Committee, and the Personnel Committee  will begin work 

soon on determining how we can best use this grant. 
 

We are very grateful to the district for awarding us this grant 

and to Chalice Lighters everywhere for their help. We 

encourage all members and friends of our congregation to sign 

up to be Chalice Lighters. To learn more go to http://

www.heartlanduu.org/chalice_lighters.htm or pick up a 

Chalice Lighter brochure in the library at church. 

 

VOLUNTEER PIANISTS SOUGHT  
 

As you may or may not know, our staff pianist position is part-

time. On Sundays when the staff pianist (Shellie Johnson) isn't 

playing, volunteers from the congregation fill in. Over the 

years, many different pianists from the congregation have 

volunteered their time and talent in this way. At the present 

time, we have two active volunteer pianists: Jo Ann Mullen 

and Kaye McSpadden. We would like to have another pianist 

or two to join our ranks. If you are interested, please contact 

Kaye McSpadden. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Please see the insert in this issue of the Lighted Chalice 
regarding the ñSecond Askò of the Stewardship Drive.  

Latest financial information: total amount pledged is now 

$217,273. Another $17,917 will preserve the monies 

presently remaining in our Capital Campaign/Transitions 

Funds.  Many thanks to Kim Harden and Mark VanMeeter 

for their continued, diligent work with this  (and previous) 

yearôs Stewardship Drive. 
 

FIBER ARTS NOTICE  
 

Please come to the Quilters Gathering Sunday, February 14 

after service and following the History Project Luncheon 

and Wrap-Up, Room 101/103.  This will be our last chance 

to finish up the quilted receiving blankets for the babies 

born at St. Elizabeth-East when it opens this month. For 

further information, contact Fiber Arts Co-chairs Patty 

Wood, or Kirsten Reynolds. 
 

CALL OUT FOR  

CHURCH SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
 

Are you looking for a church volunteer job that only comes 

around about once every two months, and allows you to 

attend the Sunday morning service while volunteering?  

Sharon McKnight would like to add a couple new 

individuals as sound system operators.   No prior 

experience required.  If interested, please contact Sharon at 

474-2727. Sharon McKnight 
     Sound System Coordinator 
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Upcoming activities which you might find of interest in the next few 

weeks include the following: 
 

PURDUEôS COMMITTEE ON PEACE STUDIES will present 

videos and discussions, free and open to the public, each Tuesday evening 

throughout the month of February in Beering Hall 2290 from 7-9 p.m. The 

topics are: 
 

Feb. 2 A Peopleôs History of the United States: Social Movements 

 in America for Peace and Justice 

Feb. 9 Paul Robeson: Actor, Singer, Scholar, Activist for Civil 

 and Workersô Rights 

Feb. 16 Pete Seeger: Americaôs Most Important Folk Singer on the 

 Power of Song 

Feb. 23 Joan Baez: Premier Folk Singer, Non-violent Activist, Par-

 ticipant in Civil Rights and Peace Movements. 

 

Our church will conduct a FOOD DRIVE FOR LUMôS FOOD 

PANTRY  during February. Please bring non-perishable food to the UU 

throughout the month, placing it in or near the container for the Food Pan-

try in the Fellowship Hall. Many people are struggling in this economy, and 

the food they receive from social service agencies helps them through the 

winter months.  If you have questions, please contact Ellen Phelps or Sue 

Robinson. 

 
 

 

We will be supporting Our Saviour Lutheran Church once again as 

we host clients in the FAMILY PROMISE PROGRAM from 

JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 7.  If you are interested in this pro-

gram but donôt know much about it, please consider attending a 

future spring/summer training session to learn how Family Promise 

works and how you can become involved. Please contact Jean 

Tyner with any questions regarding the Family Promise Program. 

 

Thanks to all who took the time to vote on STUDY/ACTION IS-

SUES for further consideration by the UUA.  Everyone who chose 

to vote on the Draft Statement of Conscience on Peacemaking sup-

ported sending the draft forward.  New Study/Action Issues topics 

were ranked in the following order: 
 

Energy, Peace, and Justice 

National Economic Reform: A Moral Imperative 

Ending Slavery 

Revitalizing American Democracy 

Nuclear Disarmament 

Immigration as a Moral Issue 

COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS:   

CHURCH  ITEMS OF N OTE 

COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS: 

SOCIAL  JUSTICE , CONTôD. 
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 Our Covenant  

Love is the spirit  

of this church 
and service  

is its law. 

This is our covenant: 
to dwell together 

in peace, 
to seek the truth  

in love, 

and to help  
one another. 

 

Our Mission Statement  

The Unitarian Universalist Church  
is a nurturing religious community  

that celebrates diverse beliefs 

and encourages spiritual growth  
through lifelong learning.  

Guided by our 
Unitarian Universalist Principles, 

we support each other 

in our life journeys and  
work toward social justice  

in the local and world communities. 

 

Congregational Meeting  
 

SUNDAY, February 21,  
 

12:00 noon  
 

in the sanctuary  

 

The purpose of this meeting will be to take a 

final vote on the 2010 budget.  For those un-

sure of what the budget contains or wishing 

to know what changes have been made since 

last yearôs budget, there will be an Informa-

tional Meeting on February 7 after the 

regular service.  Childcare will be available 

for the Congregational Meeting, as well as 

for the Informational Meeting.  Please plan to 

attend as quorum is necessary.  Thank you. 

 

     Eric Thiel, 
     Board President 


