
 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA                MARCH 2009 

MARCH 1 

 “Re-Creation” 
Speaker:  Joseph M. Cherry 

Worship Associate:  Janice Thiel 

MorningSong Leader:  Martha Gipson 

Pianist:  Peg Black  Sound:  Sharon McKnight 

Greeters:  Kaye McSpadden, Kim Harden, 

Amy French 
James Luther Adams once wrote, ―The unexamined 

faith is not worth having.‖  Obviously he was respond-

ing to Socrates‘ ―the unexamined life is not worth liv-

ing,‖ a statement during his trial for heresy.  Adams was 

one of the most famous public Unitarian intellectuals in 

the 20th century.  Surely he knew he was biting off a big 

and famous quote.  It was still a bold move and could 
have ended poorly for Adams.  It‘s risky to take on a 

classic, but it is done over and over again in history.  As 

Unitarian Universalists, part of our spiritual path is to re-

examine and re-define the sacred around us.  How bold 

can we be?  Joseph Cherry is a third year ministry stu-

dent at Meadville Lombard, our seminary in Chicago.  

We welcome him back for a second visit with us.   
  

MARCH 8  

“Anyone’s Ministry” 
Speaker:  Rev. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate:  Nina Kirkpatrick   

MorningSong Leader:  Beverly Seese 

Pianist:  Peg Black  Sound:  Kevin Sondgeroth 

Greeters:  Kim Harden, Jackie Sloss,  

Suzan Windnagel 
What is ministry, who does it, what does it look like and 

how does it happen?  These are the questions we will be 

exploring this Sunday. 

Next Newsletter Deadline: 

Sunday, March 15 at 5 p.m. 
Covering  April 2009 

email to uuc@uulafayette.org with ―Newsletter‖ 

in subject box or place items in Newsletter mailbox, Rm. 106.  

 MARCH 15 

“Why We Sing” 
Speaker:  Rev. Marlene Walker 

Denise Gilliland and the Choir 

Worship Associate:  Martha Gipson 

MorningSong Leader:  Sharon McKnight 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden  

Sound:  Jason Dufair 

Greeters:  Rick Irvine, Gary Mueller,  

Kirsten Reynolds 
This service will be a celebration of our choir and the 

important role that music plays not only in our wor-

ship services but also in the spirituality of our lives.  

 

MARCH 22 

“Context” 
Speaker:  Gale Kvam 

Worship Associate:  Kris Taylor 

MorningSong Leader:  Kaye McSpadden 

Pianist:  Peg Black   Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 

Greeters:  Dorothy Hughes, 

Beth & Chris Garretson 
Too often, we allow ourselves to be influenced by 

information taken out of context.   As a public ser-

vice, Gale plans to put some things back into context. 
 

MARCH 29 

“Put Your Own Mask on First” 
Speaker:  Rev. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate:  Janice Thiel 

MorningSong Leader:  Kaye McSpadden 

Pianist:  Peg Black   Sound:  Chap Flack 

Greeters:  Kathy Kroll, Dianna Poindexter, 

Della Willmann 
All of us who fly are familiar with the direction to 

put our own O2 masks on first in the event of an 

emergency.  It‘s good direction for all situations 

great and small.  How do we take care of ourselves 

so that we are able to help others?  How do we make 

space in our ever-busy lives for caring for ourselves?  

Why is a time of Sabbath and rest so important? 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS  

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.  Childcare Available. 



 

 

 INTERIM  M USINGS 
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March – It‘s finally here.  This is the month when I 

begin to look for and seek every sign of spring –

green shoots, crocuses and even early daffodils – 

and most importantly, the beginnings of swelling 

buds on the trees, signs of the full-blown blossoming 

of spring to come.  Wait – Is that a tint, a hint of 

green I see?  Is spring really going to come?  I love 

the excitement of this season. 

 

This season in our ministry together is a bit like that 

too.  The seeds we have been planting over the last 

few months are beginning to put up shoots and the 

buds of new growth are swelling and about to burst 

open. 

 

The Interim Transition Team is busy going through 

all the responses from the Appreciative Inquiry 

interviews and will be drafting a set of Provocative 

Proposals about the congregation in preparation for  

next month‘s Town Hall Open Space Meeting on  

April 26. 

The Board of Trustees is busy finalizing the selec-

tion of the search committee so they can begin the 

exciting work of selecting a candidate for you to 

consider as your next settled minister.  They will be 

very, very busy for the next twelve months. 

 

The Right Relations Team is busy finalizing the 

Covenant of Right Relations and accompanying 

conflict management procedure for you to adopt at 

the Spring Congregational Meeting on May 3. 

Things are coming together, new growth is appear-

ing and it is a very exciting time indeed! 

 

Join me as I watch for the signs of spring, of new 

growth and in relishing the excitement of this sea-

son.  Wait . . . is that a hint of green I see? 

 

    Blessings, 
     Marlene 

 

The board has been considering and reviewing several exciting projects underway in the church – from new capital 

projects to visioning activities.  Here is a brief summary of some of the programs considered by the board.  

  

 Capital Projects:  At the February meeting, the board approved the installation of ―crash doors‖ and 
relocation of the security keypad to the doors by the office.  This was approved to ensure safety and security for 

the RE areas and the church during times that the doors are unmonitored, but when activities are taking place.  The 

new exit system will allow people to egress while the doors are locked and without the need to re-lock the doors 

behind them.  Additionally, the board is awaiting a review by the capital campaign oversight committee on priori-

ties for spending on other projects such as Fellowship Hall renovations and a new sound system for the sanctuary.  

Late last year, we had approved the removal of the steeple, which is scheduled to occur when the weather turns 

warmer. 

 7th Street Property:  As reported at the last Congregational Meeting, we have continued to work with 

the renters (Greater Macedonia Church of God in Christ) in an attempt to collect on payments still owed from past 

months.  While the ―Macedonians‖ have continued to make attempts to cover their obligations, they have still not 

settled their financial commitments.  Barny Dunning, as our representative, has been managing the situation and 

after several meetings with the renters, we decided in January to put the property on the market.  At the board 

meeting this past February, the board voted to terminate the current month-to-month lease with the Macedonians 

on March 31, 2009.                               ( continued on next page) 

Rev. Walker will be on vacation  Feb. 21 through March 3.  In the event of a pastoral emergency, please 

contact Cheryl Fowler, Chair of the Pastoral Care Committee, and/or Fritz Smith, Board President. 

 FROM  THE  BOARD  



 

 

D ECIPHERS FROM  THE  DRE  
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How do you support your child's religious education?  Step one – Encourage them to learn about religion:  

yours, their own, and the religions of those around us (local and on the same planet).   Step two – Bring them 

to a church!  Step three – Support your church's RE program.  UUC's RE program is made up of hard-

working volunteers who choose to share their gifts of fun, knowledge and wonder with our children and 

youth.  They are not paid (besides with a pat on the back and the joyful laughter of kids).  We either need 

more help, or to pay our teachers – with money.  And few church budgets can support that.  
 

Parents – please enjoy a cup of coffee after service, before you come to pick up your children.  Class ends at 

11:45 a.m.; there is no need to pick your children up from class early.  We try to have a full hour of class, so 

if you pick them up as soon as service ends at 11:30, they miss the closing and class is interrupted for all of 

the students. 
 

Now that we have been implementing the ―two adults per class‖ policy for a month, how is it going?   

I have heard from several teachers that the second helper (or third, when we have a Shadow for a child with 

special needs) is very much appreciated.  And what have the children said—have they noticed the extra help 

and attention our classes are providing now?  The Shadow program has been complimented by many as be-

ing excellent, but we still must work hard to find volunteers to help our special needs children each Sun-

day.  This is a positive programðplease help support it with your time.  
 

OWL is doing great!  From bodies, to friends, to changes – learning is well underway. 
 

Snow is still threatening and winter is not over, but plans for this summer's RE programs are beginning to 

sprout.  What do you want from the church's Summer Sunday School?  If we do hold a week-long day camp, 

would your children be interested in attending?  Would your youth have interest in being paid as counselors 

and helping to run it?  If you have feedback, questions (either about current RE events or summer plans), or 

wish to volunteer – please contact Jeffrey Bauer, DRE, or Religious Education Committee members.  

              Jeffrey Bauer 

NEWS FROM THE BOARD (continued from previous page) 

 

Our realtor has shown the property to some interested parties who have asked about making similar arrangements 

to rent or purchase on contract.  The board is closely monitoring the situation for any developments and has com-

municated with the realtor that we would prefer to sell the building, but are willing to review any proposal brought 

to us. 

 Preparations for Settled Minister Search:  The board has been monitoring several important activi-

ties, including the continuing work to develop procedures for our Covenant of Right Relations and the ongoing 

Appreciative Inquiry about the future of the church.  Members of the board are currently polling members of the 

congregation for suggestions on the make-up of the Settled Minister Search Committee.  The board will take the 

names gathered and then form a committee for the search.  Expect to see an announcement about the composition 

of the Search Committee later in March. 

 

We are also excited by several other developments and changes that we think will strengthen the work and life of 
the church.  Currently, the Program Council is undergoing a review of program area organization, which will begin 

consolidating and enhancing our communications systems.  We have adopted, and continue to look for ways to 

improve our new membership programs and classes.                

                    Fritz Smith 
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 COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS ROUND - U P 

Lafayette Freethinkers  Experience the invigorating 

process of civilly and objectively discussing a variety of 

controversial topics every second and fourth Thursday 

of the month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Room 106). Begin-

ning in March, we will be meeting the Purdue Non-

Theists in the Union for our 4th Thursday discussion.  

The 2nd Thursday discussions will still be in Room 106.  

March topics will be "What is the evidence for alterna-

tive explanations for the tragedy of 9/11?" on the 12th , 

and "What does a standing army say about ‗In God We 

Trust‘?" on the 26th.  See www.lafayettefreethinkers.org 
for more information, and to participate in our online 

discussions.                -Todd Barton 

Newcomer's Event Enjoyed by 

All!  On February 13, the Connec-

tions Committee hos ted the 

"Newcomer's Wine, Cheese, and 

Chocolate Mixer."  It was an oppor-

tunity for newcomers to become bet-

ter acquainted with each other and 

with members of the Connections 

Committee and the Membership 

Committee.  We were glad that 

Marlene Walker and Fritz Smith were also able to join 

us.  Thanks to all of the volunteers who provided tasty 

treats (especially to Amy French!) and to the Connec-

tions members who worked hard to make it a relaxing 

and enjoyable evening.  
-Denise Wilson, Connections Committee 

ON THE HORIZON  

 

UU POTLUCK MARCH 29  Plan to stay after the 

service on Sunday, March 29 for the monthly Potluck.  

Enjoy this opportunity for good food and fellowship, and 

to welcome people who are new to our congregation.  
Please bring a dish to share, if you are able. 
 

SPRING FIBERARTS QUILTING BEE will be 

held after church on Sunday, April 19  in 101/103.  Bring 

your lunch!  
 

THE ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC is on Sunday, 

May 31 after church at Happy Hollow Park. This will 

take the place of the 'last Sunday of the month potluck' 

normally held at the church.. 
 

HOORAY FOR BOLLYWOOD!   We‘ve set the 
date, we‘ve started planning, and we‘re inviting you to 

get excited.  The next UU Service Auction is set for Fri-

day night, September 25.  We‘ll be celebrating our fel-

lowship and putting the FUN back into fundraising.  Put 

it on your calendar today!  The planning is just starting, 

so if you‘d like to help out, please contact Amy French .  

Start using a bit of that creativity to think of services you 

can sell for a good cause and ways to make this night 

even more fun. 

 

ALL CHURCH RETREAT  October 2nd through 

the 4th at Ross Camp in West Lafayette on the Wabash.   

THURSDAY COFFEE WITH THE INTERIM 

MINISTER  Join us at Panera, our new location at 

Wabash Landing for coffee and informal discussion 

most Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  

 

Then… 

 

THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER AT MCL  Inter-

ested in chatting over dinner with friends once a week?  

Each Thursday evening at 5:40 p.m., join others from 

the Unitarian Universalist Church for an informal din-

ner at the MCL Cafeteria located at 521 Sagamore 

Parkway/Route 52 in West Lafayette, phone 

765.463.6621. Call the Church Office for further infor-

mation, 765.743.8812. 

HELP WANTED: Immediate openings for tenor 

or bass singers. Openings for women singers as well. 

Experience not required but appreciated. Hours are 

minimal; Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. and occasionally on Sunday mornings. 

Location: UU Church Sanctuary. For interview, con-

tact Denise Gilliland, Choir Director. 
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UNDER OUR ROOF  

Our heartfelt sympathy is with Michelle  

Margaret Miller and family in the loss of her 
grandfather. 
 

Our heartfelt sympathy is with Dorothy Hughes 

in the loss of her sister on February 16, 2009. 

 

Best wishes to Gloria Perez who will have sur-
gery at Home Hospital on March 18. 

 

 If you would like to share a personal milestone, 
joy, sorrow or illness in the ñUnder Our Roofò 
column, please contact Cheryl Fowler. 

 

It is with deep regret that we inform you of the death 
of Alden Emery, beloved husband of Verna Em-

ery, on February 7, 2009.  Dr. Emery received his 

B.S. from Penn State in 1947, an M.S. from M.I.T. 
in 1949, and a Ph.D. from University of Illinois in 
1954.  He retired from Purdue in May of 1995 as 
Professor Emeritus from the Department of Chemi-
cal Engineering after a forty-one year tenure.  He 
and his wife, Verna, were active members of this 
Unitarian Universalist congregation from 1959 until 
fairly recently, when Dr. Emery became ill.  A pri-

vate service will be held for immediate family.  
-Pastoral Care Committee 

03/02 Belinda Long 

03/03 Edie Pierce Thomas 

03/07 Kaye McSpadden 

03/09 Michael Lewis 

03/09 Claire Fowler 

03/10 Mike Marsh 
03/11 Tavia Murray 

03/12 Kalina Harden 
03/13 Ellen Gruenbaum 

Birthdays 
 03/15 Marge Hood 

 03/16 Ellie Kannel 
 03/16 Caleb Reynolds 

 03/17 Cheryl Fowler 

 03/19 Yon Gamarra 

 03/19 Angie Shamo 

 03/21 Wally Tyner 

03/22 Kathleen Switzer 

03/22 Lucille Zarse 

03/23 Gabriela Weaver 

03/23 Izabella Robinson 

03/23 Esaias Gordon 

03/24 Todd Wetzel 

03/26 Beth Misner 

03/27 Christine Reynolds 
03/31 Dixie Hermiller 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR LOAN  

 

The Pastoral Care Group stores a variety of 
medical equipment such as canes and walkers at 
our church.  If you would like more information, 
please contact Cheryl Fowler at 464-2907. 

SPECIFIC CARE GROUP  

 

If you are interested in forming a group for people 
facing financial challenges due to the current 
economic downturn, please call Rev. Marlene 
Walker.   

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE UPDATE  

 

I'm happy to report that several more Guest at Your 
Table (GAYT) boxes were returned since the last 
newsletter, bringing the total amount collected to 
$953. These funds have been sent to the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee. Thanks to everyone 
who helped make our 2008 project so successful!  

 
-Kaye McSpadden, Social Justice Committee 

FLOWERS  

Have you considered sponsoring flowers for Sunday 

service in honor or memory of a friend or loved one?  

They beautify the sanctuary, and  your home as well.  

Please sign up on the ―Flowers‖ page of the 

―Congregational Sign-Up‖ notebook in the narthex, 

and leave a check in the office ($30 for flowers, $7 

for delivery totaling $37.00).  Call the office at 

743-8812 to confirm your flower order by 

Wednesday prior to the service you wish to 

sponsor flowers for.  Thank you! 



 

 

Change for Change, focusing this year on organizations that help people with mental and physical 
challenges, has selected Community Ventures in Living (CVL) as March‘s recipient.  CVL‘s mission 
is to assist and support developmentally disabled persons and their families establish and/or maintain 

homes that are truly their own, because they believe having a home is the foundation for a valued life.  
They help through several programs: independent living services, residential habilitation and support, 
adult foster care, family support, and respite.  If you would like further information, please visit their 
website at http://cvl-in.org.  Please refer questions regarding the Change for Change program to Social 
Justice Committee member Bill Kannel. 

The Social Justice Committee will meet on Thursday, March 12 
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 101/103.  Everyone is welcome to participate. 

 

    2008 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH SOCIAL JUSTICE OUTREACH 

 

The Social Justice Committee, on behalf of the UU Church, supports the work of many organizations 
each year. Money comes from the UU budget, special collections, and fundraisers. We are grateful to 

the congregation for your generosity and assistance as we work to further the missions of organizations 
in our community and beyond.  In the 2008 calendar year, the congregation spent approximately 

$9753 in outreach. 
 

 Change for Change $2,298 
 UUSC Myanmar Cyclone Relief $ 400 
 Guest at Your Table (UUSC) $ 953 
 Darfur Peace and Development Organization Schools Project $1,109  
 Emerge – Sri Lanka (with RE) $ 200 
 Lafayette Urban Ministry 

  General Fund  $ 600 
  Food Pantry  $ 420 (plus donated food) 
  After School Program $ 100 
  Homeless Shelter  $ 100 
  Christmas Jubilee  $ 600 (plus donated toys) 
  Domestic Violence Intervention & Prevention Program $ 200 (plus donations) 
 Cary Home  $ 100 

 Goodwill Clothing Drive  $1,235 in vouchers 
 UU Fiber Arts baby quilt project $ 400 
 UU Green Sanctuary Committee seed money $ 500 
 Interfaith Coalition on Nondiscrimination $ 100 
 Indiana Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice $ 100 
 Lafayette Area Peace Coalition (3 projects) $ 120 
 OUToberfest  $ 186 
 United Senior Action  $  25 
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 SOCIAL  JUSTICE  

Change for Change  



 

 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. in Room 101/103.  We use the back en-
trance to the building, by the red mailbox, nearest the offices.  From the front of the 
church, drive to the right until you reach the parking places on the south side of the 

building near the playground.  We will meet you at the door and show you to the Fo-
rum room.  Everyone is welcome! 

  

March 1:   A View from the Bench, Tippecanoe Superior Court II Judge Thomas H. 

     Busch  
March 8:   Anthropological History of Religion,  Professor Ellen Gruenbaum 
March 15: Persian New Year - Zoroastrian Identity of Iran,  Zohreh Amoozgar 
March 22: Compassion, Religion and Psychology, Joe Rubinstein, Purdue Professor 
     Emeritus, Psychology 
March 29: Difference between Religion and Spirituality, Jonathan Beever, graduate
      student, Purdue Department of Philosophy, Bioethics 

SUNDAY  M ORNING  FORUM  

The Lighted Chalice  

 

Unitarian Universalist Church  
333 Meridian Street 
W. Lafayette, Indiana 47906 

Phone:  765-743-8812  
email:  uuc@uulafayette.org 
Web page:  http://uulafayette.org 

 

Newsletter Deadline:  The 15th of each month. 
Send items to: uuc@uulafayette.org with 
―Newsletter‖ in the subject line, or place in News-

letter mailbox at church in Room 106. 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 
 

Director of Religious Education:  Jeffrey Bauer 
 

Administrative Assistant:  Karin Bergman   
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday,  9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

Board President:  Fritz Smith,  

email xenadogfritz@yahoo.com 
 
Lighted Chalice Advisory Team:  

Karin Bergman, Christine Schertz, Janice Thiel  
 
Webspinner:  Eric Thiel 
uucwebspinner@yahoo.com 
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NEWS FROM THE HEARTLAND  

DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING 

& CONFERENCE  

APRIL 3-5, MUNCIE, INDIANA  
Keynote speakers:  Dr. Sharon Welch 

And Dr. Elizabeth M. Strong  

 

March 25, 2009:  Deadline date for registration. 
If you are interested in attending, contact Fritz 
Smith.  There may be some monies available to 

assist with registration fees. 
  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

JUNE 24-28, 2009 

SALT PALACE CONVENTION CENTER 

 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations. 

General Assemblies make overall policy for carrying 

out the purposes of the Association and direct and 

control its affairs. Voting at each regular and special 

General Assembly shall be by accredited delegates 

from certified member congregations, certified 

associate member organizations, and trustees.  Pre-

registration begins MARCH 2, 2009.  Contact Terasa 

Cooley. 
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Our Covenant 

 

Love is the spirit  

of this church 

and service  

is its law. 

This  is our covenant: 

to dwell together 

in peace, 

to seek the truth  

in love, 

and to help  

one another. 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church  
is a nurturing religious community  

that celebrates diverse beliefs 
and encourages spiritual growth  

through lifelong learning.  
Guided by our 

Unitarian Universalist Principles, 
we support each other 
in our life journeys and  

work toward social justice  
in the local and world communities.  
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http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Stream/6976/easter/daffodiles2.html

