
 

 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA              NOVEMBER 2008 

NOVEMBER  2ðDAYLGITH  SAVINGS  T IME  ENDS 

Dia de Los Muertos, Halloween and All Souls Day  

Rev. Marlene Walker, Worship Associate: Kat Braz,  

Pianist: Peg Black, Sound: Chap Flack 

This time of the year is know in many cultures as the time 

when the veil between the worlds is thinnest so it is often a 

time to remember those who are no longer amongst us. It is 

also the Sunday when in our Unitarian congregations minis-

ters gave what is known as ñthe Election Sermonò. Perhaps 

this year and with this particular election it is fitting that the 

two are tied together. 

During the Time for All Ages will be creating together what 

is in Dia de Los Muertos tradition called an ñOfrendaò or altar 

with mementos of loved ones no longer with us. So all are 

invited to bring a memento you would like to include in our 

Ofrenda ïthey will be returned to you following the service. 

 

NOVEMBER  9 

What is a UU?  

Speaker: Gale Kvam, Worship Associate: Martha Gipson, 

Pianist: Peg Black, Sound: Gary Fowler 

 

ñWhat is a UU?"  Each of us has our own answer to this ques-

tion, and we will incorporate those responses into the service. 

Join us as we explore this topic using an array of media.  

NOTE WELL! Next Newsletter Deadline: 

Sunday, Nov. 23, 2008  at noon 

Covering December 2008 

Place items in Newsletter mailbox  or  

email to lightedchalice@yahoo.com 

This issue prepared by Christine Schertz and  

printed by Celia Hartley. 

NOVEMBER  16 

What We Promise is What We Are  

Rev. Marlene Walker, Worship Associate: Janice Thiel,  

Pianist: Peg Black,, Sound:Michael Lewis 

What we promise to each other says a huge amount about 

who we are.  Following this service we will be having a con-

gregational workshop to further the work of creating our own 

congregational covenant of right relations. As Unitarian Uni-

versalist we are a people of covenant rather than creed. So 

just what is a covenant and why is it important to who we are. 

 

NOVEMBER  23 

We Come With Praise and Thanks  

Rev. Marlene Walker, Worship Associate: Elizabeth Sternke, 

Pianist: Kaye McSpadden, Sound:Dan Lybrook 

As part of our Thanksgiving Ceremony we will celebrate the 

Dedication of Children. This wonderful ceremony is our Uni-

tarian Universalist way of welcoming babies and children into 

the life of the congregation as parents dedicate themselves to 

their children and the congregation dedicates itself to the 

family. If you have new babies or older children who have not 

yet been Dedicated and you would like to have them Dedi-

cated at this Thanksgiving Service, or at any other time, 

please contact Rev Walker.  

 

NOVEMBER  30 

Fasting: a Variety of Perspectives.  

Worship Associate: Martha Gipson,  

Pianist: Peg Black, Sound:Mike Marsh 

Sunday Morning Forum at 9:00 a.m. in Room 101/103. Details on Page 11. Childcare Available. 

 
NOVEMBER  2. Jay McCann, Professor of Political Science, Purdue,  Reflections on the Up-coming Election 

NOVEMBER  9. Andrea Smothers, Area IV Ombudsman, The Privatization of Medicaid 

NOVEMBER  16  Suzan Windnagel, Founder, Circle of Friends, Adult Day Care Project, Adult Day Care 

NOVEMBER  23. Mangala Subramaniam, Associate Professor of Sociology, Purdue, Spreading the Word About 

HIV/AIDS  in a Culture Where You are Not Allowed to Talk About It   

NOVEMBER  30   To Be Announced 

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.     Childcare Available. 



 

 

MUSINGS  IN  THE  INTERIM  
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This month I urge all of you, everyone, to attend the 

Covenant of Right Relations workshop following the 

Worship Service on Nov. 16th.  This is important work 

that you began last year and this workshop will be an 

opportunity for everyone to participate in the creation 

of a Covenant of Right Relations that will be yours, that 

will be how you as congregation choose to be in rela-

tionship with each other. A covenant of right relations 

is a promise, a promise that you will be the best you 

can possibly be and that when you invariably fall short 

of that promise, because you are human, is a guide that 

can call us back to the best self.  

What is most important about a congregational Cove-

nant of Right Relations is the process used in creating 

it. Itôs one of those things where the process is product 

itself. So it is very important that whatever Covenant 

you create and adopt is the work of as many members 

as possible. You, the congregation as a whole must own 

it. It has to be yours.  

Covenants of Right Relations are powerful ways that 

congregations can keep minor conflicts from growing 

into large, disruptive, painful and hurtful experiences. 

Conflict is a natural part of life and there will always be 

conflict yet when addressed with clear, transparent and 

healthy guidelines and promises, conflict can be crea-

tive and even life affirming. But when not conflict can 

tear the fabric of beloved community. 

You began this work last year in the midst of such con-

flict, not always the best time to create a covenant of 

right relationship, though it is often the time when a 

congregation realizes that it needs such a covenant. So 

we will take up this work again now, in this interim 

time, so that the promises you make about how you as a 

congregation want to be in relationship with each other 

can be your guide as you move forward creating be-

loved community. 

Please come, participate in work, this is your work, 

important work for each and every one of you and for 

the future of this congregation. 

 Many Blessings,  

        Marlene  

 

Classes are going well, and patterns (from the different curricula) are showing.  Have you noticed the patterns in 

discussion among the youth?  Have you noticed their art work?  Not just parents observe the creations going on 

Sunday mornings.  

A gentle reminder, that while the older children and youth (3rd to 12th grade) do not need to be picked up from 

their classrooms after Sunday School, their parents are responsible for them.  This is a good time to have them 

meet you, and ask them their thoughts on the Story for All Ages or the topics discussed in class before they run or 

walk with lots of haste to be with their friends.  Just having them check in (class went fine), invites them to ask 

other more timely questions ("can Johnny come over after church?"), and allows you to find them faster on Sun-

days when you want to leave quickly. 

 I had lots of fun with you at the retreat.  It was great watching adults watching out and helping other people's 

children.  I noticed this, the most at meal times, when children were getting help with food from multiple direc-

tions.  This was definitely an example of a village raising a child. 

 We had our Children's Chapel on Stewardship Sunday (After several of the youth helped clean up the Steward-

ship breakfast). In place of normal classes, everyone came down to the Forum Room for a child/youth service on 

Stewardship.  Overall this experiment went well, and we recognized some room for improvement.  Children's 

Chapel, while a good variety for the kids, will not be a regular event.  Some of the left behind art has been posted 

on the RE bulletin boards.          
           -Jeffrey Bauer 

DECIPHERS FROM THE  DRE 
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Right Relations Workshop  
 

The Covenant of Right Relations Discussion & Work-

shop will be held Sunday, November 16, 12:00-3:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Join fellow UU's and UU 

friends as we review and discuss our prospective Cove-

nant of Right Relations.  The Right Relations Team 

took the thoughts and comments from our May 2008 

workshop and drafted a covenant.  A copy of this draft 

will be mailed before the workshop.  Come and engage 

in the process of reviewing and discussing the draft 

covenant and sharing your thoughts.  A light lunch and 

child care will be provided!  For more information, 

please contact Dianna Poindexter. 

Stewardship Update  
 

 The fall stewardship drive is well underway.  Pledge 

cards are available for pick up and completion at the 

stewardship table in the narthex on the first two Sun-

days in November.  Please plan to return your pledges 

no later than November 9 so that work on a budget pro-

posal for next year can proceed.  In addition to a pledge 

card, your pledge packet contains data sheets for your 

family.  If any of this information is not current, please 

make the necessary changes and return the data sheets 

to the Stewardship Committee. 

                            -Mark VanMeeter, Stewardship Chair 

  Autumn UU Coffeehouse Concert  
 

Treat yourself to an evening of fun, fellowship, great acoustic music and delicious 

sweets and snacks on Friday, November 14.  The musical fare will be primarily tra-

ditional and contemporary folk music played by a variety of UU musicians including 

Sharon McKnight, Denise Wilson, Jason DuFair, Noemi Ybarra, Martha Gipson, Meg 

Howlett, and Michael Lewis. 

 

 Arrive for fellowship and refreshments in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 and the music will 

begin at 7:30.  Childcare provided if requested in advance.  A freewill donation will 

be taken to support future concerts. 

 

 The UU Connections Committee hopes to build a music series with concerts every few months for the enjoyment 

of our congregation and our community.  We hope to feature a variety of musical styles and welcome your recep-

tion to this concept as well as any ideas or suggestions you may have.  Also, as you attend and spread the word, 

be sure to extend a welcoming hand to new friends and membersðencourage them to join the fun! 

 

The Connections Committee welcomes volunteers who would like to help with set-up or food preparation.  To 

volunteer, request childcare, or ask questions contact Denise Wilson at 746-5204 or denise@travelersdream.net 

Keep Informed of  Events Via Email Update  
 

If you are a frequent visitor or new member and would like to receive 

our congregation's weekly email, the Friday Meridian Update , 

please contact our office at uuc@uulafayette.org  

to request that your email be added to our list.   

Receiving the email will provide you with up-to-date information on 

our congregation's special events, programs, and news. 

mailto:denise@travelersdream.net
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Greeting & Membership Committee :  

New UU&U classes for the rest of this year have been 

cancelled due to heavy scheduling conflicts.  However, 

if you are new to this congregation or new to UUism 

and would like to talk with someone about our Faith 

system, please call Della Willmann (463-1850), and she 

can schedule a time to get together for a meal or coffee 

at your convenience and to share some basic informa-

tion with you.   

 

Greeting and membership meets the second Thursday 

of the month, next on November 13th at 7:00 p.m. in 

Room 104.  Contact Della Willmann for further infor-

mation. 

 

A Word About Name Tags: The Greeting & Member-

ship Committee encourages all adult visitors and mem-

bers to wear a name tag to help us get to know one an-

other. Children and Youth will not be given name tags 

from Greeting & Membership as they are a part of the 

RE program. Remember to leave your tag at the church 

when you leave. Vistors are asked to make a blue name 

tag,l and will have a white one made at their request.  

There is a sign up sheet for such requests on the name 

tag table in the narthex. Please print your name clearly.  

We will try to honor requests for the pin or cord types. 

If you leave or take on a role of leadership please let me 

know so that that information can be deleted or added 

to your name tag.  This also helps people know where 

to turn for information. 
- Della Willmann 

 COMMITTEE  N EWS  ROUND -UP 

Fiber Arts: Come to the quilting bee on Sunday, De-

cember 14th after church. The Fiber Arts group will 

start the quilting bee after the congregational meeting 

and will work until 3:00 p.m.  Patty Wood and Kirsten 

Reynolds will bring the leftover fabric from the retreat. 

If anyone is interested in knitting newborn caps, yarn 

and knitting needles will be provided.                

               -Kirsten Reynolds  

Connections Committee : Connections meets the 

second Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m., next on 

November 12th. Please contact Denise Wilson at 746-

5204 or  denise@travelersdream.net for more informa-

tion.  

The Writers Group meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays of 

the month at 1:30 p.m. in Room 106, next on Novem-

ber 3rd.  If interested, contact Caroline Barnhart at 

(765) 474-5764 or cbarnhart32@verizon.net.  Weôve 

put together a booklet entitled ñPoetry, Prose Memoirs, 

Musings and More,ò available on the shelf in the li-

brary.  Feel free to pick one up & enjoy. 

Lafayette Freethinkers: Experience the invigorating 

process of re-examining your perspective on a variety 

of controversial topics every second and fourth Thurs-

day of the month from 6:30-8:00 pm in Room 

106.  October topics will be ñWhy does atheism keep 

getting blamed for the Holocaust?ò on the 13th and 

ñWas Eve the original freethinker?" on the 27th.  Go to 

www.lafayettefreethinkers.org for more information 

and to participate in our online discussions  
          -Todd Barton 

Each Thursday evening at 5:40 p.m ., please be 

welcome to join other members/frequent visitors from 

the Unitarian Universalist Church for dinner at the 

MCL Cafeteria .  MCL is located at 521 Sagamore 

Parkway/Route 52 in West Lafayette, phone 

765.463.6621.  This is an open group with no planned 

discussion formatðjust dinner with friends and discus-

sion choice of the day, if any!  

The Exteriors Committee meeting takes place the 

second Monday of each month at 6:30 in Room 106, 

next on November 10th.  Come help us continue beau-

tifying our congregational home!  Contact Michael 

Lewis for information, michael@travelersdream.net. 

mailto:denise@travelersdream.net
http://www.lafayettefreethinkers.org
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New òMorning Songsó  to precede Sunday services  
Starting in November  

 

 The Worship and Music Committee are excited to announce a new feature of our Sunday morning worship pro-

gram. Starting Sunday, Nov. 2, everyone is invited to join in ñMorning Songs,ò a time of informal singing in the 

sanctuary prior to the service. Beginning at 10:10am and lasting for about 20 minutes until the start of the ser-

vice, we will enjoy singing hymns, chants, and songs of many varieties. Each session will be led by one or two 

of our talented musicians. It will be an opportunity to become acquainted with the rich musical heritage of Uni-

tarian Universalism and prepare for worship. All who come through our doors are welcome to attend this new 

part of our service. Feel free to enter the sanctuary at anytime prior to the service during Morning Songs ð join 

in singing, or just enjoy listening! We will try this new initiative on the first four Sundays of November ð Nov 

2, 9, 16, and 23.   

  

At the same time that we are starting Morning Songs, the coffee crew is starting to make coffee available after 

forum and prior to the worship service. By offering refreshments from 10:00 ï 10:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall, 

we are extending fuller hospitality to folks attending forum as well as the early birds to the worship service. This 

social time, if utilized, will provide visiting between two large groups of congregants who regularly come on 

Sundays but who donôt always see each other. Could this possibly bring our community a little closer? 

 

 When we first envisioned moving into this new building, Worship 

and Music recognized that we would have opportunities to do things 

differently because so many additional activities would no longer 

need to occur in the sanctuary. Now weôve been here a year. Help us 

develop a new feeling in the sanctuary as we prepare for worship on 

Sunday mornings to one of reverence, musical sharing, and medita-

tive thinking. If you would like to socialize prior to 10:30 a.m., feel 

free to go to the fellowship hall where hospitality and a social time 

are offered.  As with any organization trying something new, we will 

evaluate how this is working and make changes as necessary. We 

hope you will feel free to communicate with us about these changes 

and that we might work together to nourish this beloved community. 

 

In a nutshell, hereôs the new Sunday morning schedule: 

   9-10 a.m.  Forum 

  10-10:30 a.m.  Coffee & social time in the Fellowship Hall 

  10:10-10:30 a.m.  Morning Songs in the sanctuary 

  10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

 

 

Whatõs Up with Worship and Music Committee? 
Weôre working together in new ways, as we get to know Marlene and as I begin to chair the committee. Thanks 

to Gale Kvam for chairing the committee over the past year; she will continue to work with us. Currently our 

committee consists of the following members: Martha Gipson, chair, Gale Kvam, Jason Dufair, Kim Hardin, 

Marlene Walker, Kat Braz, John Wilms, Cindy Gerlach, Kris Taylor, and Janice Thiel. Contact Martha Gipson 

chair, Worship and Music Committee, at 743-7642 or e-mail marthajanegipson@yahoo.com with any questions 

about Morning Songs or other worship committee related items.  

mailto:marthajanegipson@yahoo.com


 

 

UU booth at Outoberfest a Big Success 
  
Many thanks to everyone who helped make possible the UU 

booth at our communityôs first-ever Outoberfest, held on Oct 

11 in downtown Lafayette. Sponsored by Pride Lafayette, Citi-

zens for Civil Rights, and PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Les-

bians and Gays), Outoberfest was a lively, colorful community 

celebration and an opportunity for us to share our UU Church 

as a ñWelcoming Congregation.ò We gave out UU brochures, 

bookmarks, bags of rainbow popcorn, and mini-frisbees with 

church contact info. We talked with many people and were 

proud and happy to be a part of this important social justice 

outreach. 

 

We especially appreciate the volunteers who worked in the 

booth and also those who helped prepare the bags of popcorn, 

including:  Jeffrey Bauer, Kat Braz, Rob Carlisle, Mary Finley, 

Amy French & Family, Terrie Kercher, Tom McConville, Kaye McSpadden, Nancy Patchen, Gloria Perez, and 

Fritz Smith. 

 -Kaye McSpadden 

Social  

Justice  

Change for Change  
 

Change for Change has selected the Lafayette Urban Ministryôs Jubilee Christmas as Novemberôs recipi-

ent.  LUM is a non-profit ecumenical organization, which provides assistance and relief to Lafayette's needy 

children and families. For over 30 years, LUM has worked to give back the hope, the future, and the self-respect 

to low-income people in the Greater Lafayette area. LUMôs Jubilee Christmas is our community's largest Christ-

mas assistance program. On Saturday, December 13th, LUM member churchesðincluding Unitarian Universal-

ist!ðbecome Jubilee Toy Shops where low-income parents can select new toys, clothing, and gift certificates for 

their children.  If you have questions regarding the Change for Change program please contact Social Justice 

Committee member, Bill Kannel, at bkannel@yahoo.com.  For more information about LUM, visit their website 

at http://www.lafayetteurbanminstry.org. If you have questions regarding the Change for Change program please 

contact Bill Kannel at bkannel@yahoo.com. 

The Social Justice Committee will meet on Thursday, November 

15th, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 101/103. All interested UUs and 

friends are invited to join this active group. Any questions can be 

sent to Jean Tyner (jeantyner@comcast.net).  
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(L-R): Kaye McSpadden, Mary Finley, and Gloria Perez 

worked the first shift at the UU Outoberfest booth 


