
 

 

OCTOBER 4 

ñWORSHIP AT ROSS PARKò 

Worship Leaders:  John Wilms, 

Ellen Gruenbaum 

Pianist:  Kaye McSpadden 

Sound:  Noemi Ybarra 

Primary Worship will be at the UU 

Church Retreat, Ross Hills Park, led 
by Martha Gipson and Lisa Pantea. 

Please join us even if you have not 

been attending the retreat! 

 

For those who are not able to make it 

down to the retreat, and to welcome 

visitors, John Wilms and Ellen 

Gruenbaum will be at Meridian 

leading a discussion and informal 

service on the topic of ñGod In 

Processò based on the process 

theology of Henry Nelson Weiman. 

 
OCTOBER 11 

ñBLESSING OF THE ANIMALSò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associates: 

Dianna Poindexter & Janice Thiel 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Jason Dufair 

On this Sunday close to the 

celebration of St. Francis we will 

welcome the animals, pets and 

companions that are most precious to 

us into our into our Sanctuary for a 

blessing.  See page 9 of this newsletter 

for a description and information 

about how we will do this and assure 

the well being of animals of all kinds ï 

humans as well. 

 

OCTOBER 18 

ñSANCTUARYò  

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associate: 

Dianna Poindexter  

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Chap Flack 

What do we mean when we use the 

term sanctuary? Is it just the space we 

worship in or might it have a deeper 

meaning? Come join me as I explore 

the many meanings of Sanctuary. 

 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 25 

ñWE DRINK FROM WELLS 

WE DID NOT DIG ò 

Worship Leader: 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Worship Associates: 

Stewardship Committee Members 

Pianist:  Shellie Johnson 

Sound:  Gary Fowler 

This Sunday is Stewardship Sunday 

and the kick off of our Annual Budget 

Drive. What we have today is the 

result of the work ïthe well diggingð 

of those who have come before us. 

The question ever before us is what 

shall we leave for those who follow 

after us, and will we pick up the 

mantle of those who prepared for us? 

Be prepared to be inspired. 
 

ðððððð 
 

Greeters, Newcomers Table, and 

Coffee Ministry Volunteers 

on page 8. 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS  

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.  Childcare Available. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA     October 2009  

 

INTERIM  M USINGS 
 

 

 

 This is the time of year when this line from an 

old song by the Indigo Girls keeps running through 

my head; ñon a night like tonight when summer's 
beginning to give up her fight and every thought's a 

possibility.ò  As I watch the leaves begin to turn 

color and feel the chill in the morning air I realize 

that summer has indeed given up the fight once 

again.  Itôs the last part of that song lyric though 

that most speaks to me about this time of year ï 

ñand every thoughtôs a possibility...ò 

 The church year has just begun, we have 

Ingathered, the Religious Education program for 

children and youth has started and the ever-

quickening round of meetings that mark the 

beginning of a new church year are well underway. 

It is a time ripe with new thoughts of possibility, an 

exciting and full time. A time full of promise. 

 It is also a time to give life to that promise.  At 

the end of this month, on October 25th, you will 

once again kick off your Annual Budget Drive.  Itôs 

an important time of year for any congregation and 

becomes even more so in a year when you are 

searching for a new minister.  One of the ways that 

you can give life to those thoughts of possibility, of 

promise, of vision and of dream is to respond even 

more generously than you have in the past to the 

annual budget drive. 

 The theme for this yearôs Budget Drive is 

ñBloom and Grow.ò  The seeds of what this 

congregation can be have already been planted. 

You have helped them grow with your hard work 

and commitment.  Now is the time to further 

nourish and cultivate those seeds.  One of the things 

you learned from the congregational survey by the 

Ministerial Search Committee is that you do have 

the means to grow your garden well and strong. 

 One of my favorite chalice lightings is this: 

  We are ever bound in community: 

  We build on foundations, we did not lay. 

  We warm ourselves at fires, we did not light. 
  We sit in the shade of trees, we did not plant. 

  We drink from wells, we did not dig. 

  We profit from persons, we did not know. 

In this time of year when ñevery thought is a 

possibility,ò it is time to nourish your garden so 
that those who follow after can sit in the shade of 

the trees you have planted, drink from the wells that 

you have dug, be warmed from the fires that you 

now light and profit from your love and care.  It is a 

time full of promise. 

         Blessings All,  
     Marlene 

 

Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9:00 a.m. in Room 101/103. Please use 

the back entrance to the building by the red mailbox nearest the offices 

(south side of the building near the playground).  Everyone is welcome!  

Childcare is provided.  Forum Coordinators are Professors Jim Anderson 

and R. Mark French 

October 4: Hate Crimes; Robert Mate, Assistant Dean of Students 

October 11: Regenerative Nanotechnology; Jim Leary, School of 

   Veterinary Medicine Professor of Nanomedicine 

October 18 Warrior Peacemaker; John Wilms and Robin Poindexter 

October 25: Genocide;  Robert Melson, Professor of Political Science  

SUNDAY  M ORNING  FORUM  



 

 

 

 The UU Church Board met on 

September 15.  The Treasurerôs report 

provoked some discussion about line 

items that were going over budget.  

Some suggestions will be made to 

committee chairpersons about things 

they might do to get back into balance 

before the end of the year. 

 Old business dealt with included a 

membership status issue that has been an 

ongoing discussion since last spring; the 

final resolution of the board was to send 

the member a letter outlining the course 

to be taken to return to full membership.  

 Some committee vacancies have 

been filled, although there are a couple 

still left to deal with ï if there are those 

with an interest in the building/grounds 

committees in particular, please let me 

know. 

 The Finance Committee is back up 

and running, Endowment is settled and 

the Capital Campaign Funds Oversight 

Committee will also be meeting again.  

Football parking seems to be going 

along well again, which is a nice source 

of income; extra Photo Directories were 

ordered. A significant revision to the 

Bylaws concerning membership was 

presented and given preliminary 

approval by the Board.  There may be 

some future meetings or discussions 

with congregation members about this 

and other Bylaw revisions in coming 

months; probably any changes will not 

be voted on by the congregation until 

early next year, to allow focus on the 

Stewardship Drive. 

 

 

 

 

 New business presented included 

approval of expenditure from the Capital 

Fund for a roof repair expected to total 

about $7500.  This is to repair the 

porous Fellowship Hall roof, which we 

knew was not in great shape when we 

bought the building, but were hoping to 

stretch out its usefulness for a while.  

Apparently we stretched it too far. 

 The reformation of the Committee 

on Ministry with a new focus was also 

discussed ï it is planned to use the CoM 

as part of the Right Relations process.  

Problems with people not from the 

church or any of its activities using our 

parking spaces were also discussed, and 

it is planned to initially use friendly 

reminders before we go so far as to start 

breaking windshields.  Breaking 

windshields, in fact, did not have 

widespread support. 

 The Ministerial Search Committee 

presented a draft proposal for the new 

ministerôs salary negotiating figure, and 

it met UUA guidelines in a satisfactory 

way without making much of a budget 

increase, so the Board gave approval to 

the committee to use this figure for now 

while we prepare the new budget 

initiative proposals for presentation to 

the congregation.   We hope to have that 

congregational meeting sometime in 

October, prior to the Stewardship Drive 

kickoff, which will be on October 25. 

 Anyone who has any questions 

about the meetings, any of its outcomes, 

or who is alarmed about us breaking 

windshields (it was a joke, really!), 

please feel free to contact me. 

     Eric Thiel, 
     Board President 

From the board president: SEPTEMBER Meeting  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
 

Board President 

Eric Thiel 
 

Past President 

Fritz Smith 

 

Future President 

Mary Finley 

 

Treasurer 

Janice Kritchevsky 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

Kirsten Reynolds 
 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Garretson 

 

Trustee 

Marty Becker 
 

Trustee 

Ellen Gruenbaum 
 

Trustee 

Gary Mueller 
 

STAFF 
Interim Minister:  

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

 

Director of Religious Education: 

Jeffrey Bauer 
 

Administrative Assistant:  

Karin Bergman 
 

Choir Director:  

Denise Gilliland 
 

Pianist: 

Shellie Johnson 
 

Office Hours:  Monday -Friday, 

9:00 a.m.-5:00  p.m., 

lunch variable. Please call ahead 

for appointments. 
 

Lighted Chalice Advisory Team:  

Karin Bergman, Christine Schertz, 

Janice Thiel, Rev. Marlene Walker 
 

Webspinner:  Eric Thiel 

uucwebspinner@yahoo.com 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church  

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette IN  47906 

Phone:  765.743.8812  

email:   uuc@uulafayette.org 
Web page:  http://

uulafayette.org 

November 2009 Newsletter  

Deadline: Thursday, 

October 15,  5:00  p.m. 
 

E-mail to uuc@uulafayette.org 

with ñNewsletterò in subject 

box or place items in 

Newsletter mailbox, Rm. 106 

For an up to date calendar of church activities, please visit 

www.uulafayette.org and click ñcalendarò or see the 

printed calendars that are posted on the bulletin board outside 

the sanctuary and  across from 101/103.  See October Calen-

dar Highlights on pg. 7. 
 

 

Do you have a Facebook account?  If so, please be sure to 

become a friend on our congregationôs Facebook Page.  To 

find it, just type ñUnitarian Universalist Church of West La-

fayetteò in the Search Box. 



 

 

 The Adult Religious Education Committee has three 

confirmed courses presently scheduled this quarter: 

 The first, Paganism 101, began September 21; two 

sessions will take place at the Congregational Retreat held at 

Ross Hills on October 2-4, 2009. 

 The second offering, scheduled to begin at the retreat, 

is called Spirit in Practice and is a Tapestry of Faith 

program for adults, developed by the UUA.  The retreat 

workshop will provide an introduction to the content and 

concepts of the program.  Ten sessions long, participants are 

offered the opportunity to define, explore, and develop 

spiritual practice in eight ñspheres.ò 

 The third confirmed course, scheduled to begin in 

January 2010, is the updated Cakes for the Queen of 

Heaven.  Presented in two parts, ñIn Ancient Times,ò  a five 

week session, introduces participants to ancient Goddesses, 

weaving their stories together with major concerns of women 

today.  ñOn The Threshold,ò the six-session continuation of 

the course, continues our journey into the past to reclaim the 

stories of powerful women found in ancient Judaism and in 

early Christianity (http://www.uuwr.org/cakes.htm).  This 

has been a very popular course in the past, as it focuses on 

womenôs issues in a patriarchal society. 

 The Adult Religious Education Committee plans to 

offer at least one other course (possibly designed by one of 

our members!) prior to Summer 2010.  We also plan to offer 

opportunities for small discussion groups focusing on 

popular topics, as well as some ñhow-toò classes, in the 

coming months.  If you are interested in learning more or 

contributing to the Religious Education Program, please 

attend a meeting with committee members at the church 

retreat. 

 In the spirit of encouraging spiritual growth through 

the ñfree and responsible search for truth and meaning,ò 

    Elizabeth Garretson, 
    Adult R.E. Committee Chair 3 

 Who are you? Are you John/Jane Doe?  Are you 

human?  (We had a wonderful time in Muusic camp with a 

few children protesting that they were not humanðso we 

sang the song again with alien instead of person)  Are you 

Unitarian Universalist?  Do you label yourself that way?  I 

know people that attend UU churches, that say ñI attend a 

UU churchò instead of ñI am a UU.ò  There is a difference 

there.  Not a problem, just a difference. 

 Some people define themselves by their job (I am a 

Teacher), some people work at their job (I work at the High 

School).  Some by their hobbies (I am a stamp collector), 

some just do their hobbies (I collect stamps).  Some define 

themselves by their activity group  (I am  an athlete/jock), 

some  play (I play soccer). 

 How do you define yourself?  Parent?  John/Jane Doeôs 

parent?  How many times have you been labeled not for who 

you were, but for how you are related to the person they 

know?  How often are our children John/Janeôs children 

instead of Matt/Mary? 

 Who are you?  How do you label yourself?  How do our 

kids label themselves?  (as kids?  As adults to be?)   

 Are you always the same?  Do you define yourself 

differently with different people?  With a crowd of people at 

church, do you still define yourself as UU, or do you define 

yourself in additional or other ways?  We are who we think 

are. 

 Religious Education Classes are under way!  We have a 

couple of special Sundayôsðthere are no classes held during 

Retreat Weekend, but there are many  activities for kids at 

the Retreat.  The following week is Blessing of the Animals, 

a great multigenerational service for adults and kids...and 

kids and adult goats.  For details, read the article on pgs. 1 

and 9 regarding this wonderful service. 

 We will be having an RE Halloween Party ðstay tuned 

for details, and dust off that costume!  

      Jeffrey Bauer, 
      DRE 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:  DECIPHERS FROM THE DRE  

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

An Invitation for 

Children and Youth 

On October 11, our Sunday morning service will 

be a Blessing of the Animals.  The UU Choir 

would like to invite all young singers to join them 

for the song "Bless the Beasts and the Children," 

made popular by Karen Carpenter.  If you would 

like to participate, please join us for rehearsal on: 
 

Wednesday Evening, October 7th 

at 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.uuwr.org/cakes.htm
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BLOOM AND GROW!  

With our congregation planted and now firmly 

established in our West Lafayette home, we are 

blooming!  We can celebrate that: 

Relationships are nurtured within our 

congregation through social gatherings planned by 

our Connections Committee and through 

committee work 

Soil of our greater Lafayette home is enriched by 

our Social Action projects 

Our childrenôs and our own roots are deepened in 

worship and in our Religious Education classes 

Our open minds are fertilized in Forum and other 

discussion groups 

Our thirsty spirits are watered by our worship 

services, Pastoral Care efforts, and our meditation 

group 

We are also busy preparing our garden for new growth as 

we call our settled minister in 2010.  Your generous 

financial support makes it possible for our church to 

flourishðto Bloom and Grow.   Please join us on 

October 25th for Stewardship  Sunday where, during our 

worship service, we will explore spiritual growth through 

stewardship.  Following the service, there will be a 

Bloom and Grow Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 

(instead of the monthly potluck).  In addition to fun and 

fellowship, we will present our 2010 pledge goals and 

answer any questions you may have about the financial 

needs of the UUC.  Weôre counting on each of you to 

commit your fair share of our needed financial support 

by planting your pledge at the Bloom and Grow 

Luncheon.  The pledges we sow together will determine 

not only our annual budget, but will also shape our 

congregation's landscape for years to come. 

If you are unable to attend the luncheon, a visiting 

steward will be available to meet with you.  If you prefer, 

you may complete your pledge card at church by 

November 8.  Please ensure your pledge card is 

completed and returned no later than November 22.  If 

you would like to serve as a visiting steward, please 

contact Kim Harden or Mark VanMeeter to sign up for 

the training session on October 18. 

As you consider your pledge for the upcoming year, 

remember what makes our church special to you and help 

make it Bloom and Grow. 
 

   Kim Harden and Mark VanMeeter,  
   Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs 

 

BLOOM AND GROW  

STEWARDSHIP  SUNDAY  WORSHIP  & K ICKOFF  LUNCHEON  

Bloom and Grow Together! 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY  
WORSHIP AND KICKOFF  

Luncheon 
October 25, 2009 

12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

MEMBERSHIP CORNER  

    Especially for Newcomers 
 

NEW:  MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY  
Sunday, October 18 
11:45am-12:30pm, Room 212 
 

Have you been attending and active in the UU Church 

for years, but never got around to becoming a member? 

Did you attend an orientation class but werenôt ready to 

join at that time? If youôre past the ñnewcomerò stage 

and are interested in becoming a member, then this ses-

sion is for you! The session will include: a brief over- 

 

view and discussion on the meaning, expectations, and 

benefits of membership; an opportunity to sign the 

membership book; and light refreshments. Registration 

not required. 

 

ESPECIALLY FOR NEWCOMERS 
Talk & Tour:  
Sunday October 11 
 

Take a 30-minute guided walk through the building and 

learn about our congregation and Unitarian Universal-

ism. Gather at the Newcomers Table in the Fellowship 

Hall after the service. Registration not required. 
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The search for a new 

minister can be a daunting 

task.  Where to start, how 

to proceed, what to watch 

out  for ,  what  to 

cover...??? 

 

Fortuitously, the Unitarian Universalist Association has very 

thorough guidelines to help see the Ministerial Search 

Committee through the process.  The following information 

was given to people who attended some of the Cottage 

Meetings, but we want to share it with the entire 

congregation so that you can follow along with us from now 

through our call to a new minister. 

 

The Process: 
Search for a Called Minister  

 

Framing the Search:  June - October 31st 
 

On the basis of the information and insight it gathers from 

the congregation, the Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) 

completes several documents that are submitted to the UUA. 

These are called the "Application for Minister" and the 

"Congregational Record" (CR).  The CR is the online 

document that prospective ministers will review to decide 

whether to contact us about our position.   The committee 

also prepares an informational packet/binder (possibly with a 

companion DVD) that will be sent to prospective candidates.  

A Negotiating Team consisting of members of the Board, 

Finance and Search Committee agrees on a draft ministry 

agreement, essentially the contract for the new minister.  The 

Board approves the draft ministry agreement. 

 

The Search is Unveiled:  November 1st  
 

The UUA Transitions Office ñunveilsò the online 

Congregational Record for viewing by all UU ministers 

upon receiving notice from the Ministerial Search 

Committee that the CR is complete. At this point the search 

begins; our materials are now being viewed by possible 

candidates. 
 

How We Find Candidates:  November - 
January 

 

Ministers Apply - Ministers interested in our position after 

viewing our CR submit documents describing their 

experience and interests. These documents are called the 

ñMinisterial Records.ò The MSC then considers the 

Ministerial Records of prospective ministers and exchanges 

informational packets with 

those in whom interest is 

mutual. This is a critical 

s tage as potent ia l 

candidates will likely be 

of interest to several other 

congregations.  It is essential that the names of interested 

ministers be kept in strictest confidence at this time, since 

they may not have told a current congregation that they are 

searching for a new church. 

 

Nominations  - Members of the congregation may suggest 

ministers they know or have seen. 

 

Recruiting  - Search committees are free to ask ministers and 

members of other congregations for referrals to ministers 

capable of serving their congregation well. 
 

 

Committee Develops a òShort Listó of 
Pre-Candidates  November - January 

 

As it sifts and winnows its potential candidates down to a list 

of pre-candidates, the MSC conducts group telephone 

interviews (a prearranged group phone interview between 

ministers and the MSC).  The Committee develops reference 

lists and safety precautions.  These lists of additional 

potential references are gathered during the phone 

conversations and are in addition to the references named by 

the minister.  NO ADDITIONAL REFERENCES ARE 

CONTACTED EXCEPT FOR THOSE OF THE ACTUAL 

CANDIDATE later in the process.   The UUAôs Transitions 

Director will survey the ministerôs files at the UUA and 

prepare a written interpretive summary for our committee. 

We arrange for a criminal records background check for 

candidates in which we have a serious interest. 

 

Pre-Candidating Weekends:  
February -  March  

 

The committee invites its pre-candidates to town for an 

extensive interview, a tour of the congregational community 

and facilities, and a preaching engagement in the ñneutral 

pulpit "of a neighboring congregation. 

 

These meetings are still for MSC members only to protect 

candidate privacy.  The pre-candidates do NOT meet with 

the church staff or interim minister (although many will call 

the interim prior to the visit). 

COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS 

Update from the MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE  

Searching for 
    "the best minister  
            for this church  
                 at this time...ó 



 

 

Update from the MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE  (CONTôD.)  
 

Selection:  March - April  
 

Having met with all pre-candidates, the MSC selects 

one minister as its candidate for recommendation to the 

congregation. They make an offer contingent on 

satisfactory criminal record background check and 

interviews of developed references in current 

congregation/employment.  Board and candidate 

execute ministry agreement subject to extension of call 

by congregation and acceptance by candidate.  The 

Board announces candidacy to the congregation.  It is 

at this point that the congregation will learn who the 

candidate is. 
 

Candidating Week:  April - May  
 

The candidate visits the congregation for a two-Sunday 

candidating week.  This week normally runs from 

Saturday evening through the following Sunday 

afternoon and includes the candidate preaching at our 

church on both Sundays. The candidate will meet with 

as many groups and committees as possible during this 

time.  At the end of the week a Congregational 

Meeting is held, and the congregation votes on a 

motion by the Ministerial Search Committee to call the 

minister on the terms proposed; if the call is 

sufficiently strong (most ministers hope for a vote of at 

least 95 percent; the Transitions Office normally 

discourages ministers from accepting a vote of less 

than 90 percent), and is accepted, the ministry begins 

as specified in the agreement.   The UUAôs Transitions 

Office and the Districtôs Ministerial Search 

Representative are notified of the happy outcome. 
 

Start Up:  May & Onward  
 

The congregation begins the work of welcoming and 

integrating the new minister into our lives!  Even 

though the ministerôs start date may be several months 

away (expect September!) it is important to begin 

helping everyone get to know the new minister and to 

plan for our success together.  There will, of course, be 

a celebration to plan! 

 

 

If All Does Not Go Well  
 

After all this work, the committee may find itself 

among the small minority of search committees each 

year that do not settle a new minister. 
 

It may have found that the ministers available at 

the salary offered are just not up to expectations.  

Either the salary or the expectations may need to 

change. 
 

It may not have agreed on a candidate, in spite of 

its best efforts at consensus-building. 
 

It may agree on a candidate who then turns the 

congregation down.  The committee then considers 

calling its first runner-up, but it may have neither a 

realistic fallback candidate nor time to start with a 

fresh list. 
 

Or the committee may go all the way through 

candidating week, only to face a vote that is too 

weak, and a candidate who declines the call. 
 

If this happens, the church will find another interim 

minister and begin the process again. 
 

Can any of these results be termed a failure?  By no 

means!... 

òThe Only Failureó 
 

The ñonly failureò lies in calling a minister who is a 

poor match for the congregation. 
 

ðððððððð 
 

As you can see, the MSC has plenty of work in front of 

it! We are currently putting together the 

Congregational Packet, by means of which we tell 

prospective candidates how wonderful we are and what 

a great place West Lafayette is.  Although Cindy 

Gerlach plans to ask some people to help, if anyone 

would like to contribute in any way, your help is 

welcome.  Please contact Cindy if you are interested. 
 

    Noemi Ybarra 
    MSC Secretary 
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Missing are 3 of the 4 AM/FM Headset Ra-

dios used for Hearing Assistance during church ser-

vices.  If located, please return these headsets to the 

basket in the Narthex. 

 

As a reminder, all Sunday church services are broad-

cast on 88.1 FM.  This is a short-range broadcasting but  

 

is available anywhere in the church building and in the 

church parking areas. 

 

Recordings of the services are available on-line at: 

Lairds.us/temp/UUC/services. 
 

   Sharon McKnight 
   Sound Committee Chairperson 

Missing sound equipment  
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COMMITTEE  AND  GROUP  N EWS 

Jason Dufair and Mary Kate McKenna are 

pleased to announce their engagement to be 

married!  Congratulations to the happy couple 

and to their family of 8 children! 
 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Margaret Dee-

don, Michelle Margaret Miller and family.  

Margaretôs father and Michelleôs grandfather, 

Lester Earl Walden of Onalaska, WI, died 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009. 
 

Many thanks to Suzan Windnagel and the Cir-

cle of Friends Art and Lunch Program who 

generously donated a supply of hand painted 

cards to the UUC Pastoral Care Group.  These 

beautiful cards will be  written to congregants 

for support, encouragement and congratula-

tions.   Cheryl Fowler, 
   Chair, Pastoral Care Group 
If you would like to share a personal milestone, joy, 

sorrow or illness in the ñUnder Our Roofò column, or 

seek further information regarding an announcement 

posted in this column, please contact Cheryl Fowler, 

Chairperson, Pastoral Care Committee at 464-2907. 

 

OCTOBER 2-4, Friday-Saturday:  UU All 

Church Retreat, Ross Hills Camp On The Wa-

bash.  Quilting Bee all weekend! 
 

October 11, 11:45 a.m.:  UU Talk and Tour 
 

October  11, 12:30 p.m.:  Social Justice Ethical 

Eating trip to THISTLE BYRE FARM in Carroll 

County, IN.  Bring a light lunch to eat after 

church, prior to carpooling to the farm. 
 

October  15, 5:00 p.m.:  Newsletter Deadline 
 

October  18, 11:45 a.m.:  Membership Sunday 

(new!) 
 

October  18, 7:00 p.m.:  Concert with Anne 

Feeney and David Rovics, sponsored by Social 

Justice Committee; popcorn & soft drinks avail-

able. 
 

October 25, 12:00 p.m.: STEWARDSHIP SUN-

DAY WORSHIP & KICK-OFF LUNCHEON (see 

pg. 4)! 
 

October 28, 9:30 a.m.:  Newsletter folding and 

mailing. 

 

October 4 

Greeters: RETREAT SUNDAY.  Church Greeters TBA. 

Newcomers Table:  Martha Lempke, Shannon Unger 

Coffee Ministry:  Mary Ann Foley 

 

October 11 
Greeters:  Kim Harden, Jackie Sloss, Suzan Windnagel 

Newcomers Table:  Kim Harden, Suzan Windnagel 

Coffee Ministry:   Beth Garretson 

 

October 18 
Greeters: Ed and Kathy Bowen, Kristen Reynolds  

Newcomers Table:  Nancy Patchen, Jean Tyner 

Coffee Ministry:  Michael Lewis 

 

October 25 
Greeters: Cheryl Fowler, Beth & Chris Garretson 

Newcomers Table:  Denise Wilson, Patty Wood  

Coffee Ministry:   Beth & Chris Garretson 

UNDER  

OUR ROOF  

 

FIBERARTS QUILTING BEE  October 2nd after 5 p.m., and 

all day the 3rd and 4th  at the UU Retreat will be your LAST 

chance to make a newborn receiving blanket quilt-top.  St. Eliza-

beth-East will open in November and it will take ótil then to quilt, 

hem, label, wash in Ivory, and box those newly pieced at the UU 

Retreat.  We have accepted the congregational request to give half 

of the quilts to Clarion-Arnett.  A total of 2 cartons [40 blankets] 

are washed in Ivory and individually boxed now.  There is another 

carton in process and in need of hand hemming.  If you want to 

help ï take one from the big basket in the hall outside Room 

101/103 and return it to the same basket when youôve finished. 

Patty Wood, patty@dcwi.com & Kirsten Reynolds, kdrey-

nol@purdue.edu. 

 

FREETHINKERS  Experience the invigorating process of civilly 

and objectively discussing a variety of controversial topics every 

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Our Oc-

tober 8 discussion in Room 106, is ñWhatôs the Harm in Believing 

in The Force?ò The October 22 discussion, held at the PRIDE 

Community Center at 640 Main St, Lafayette, is ñWhatôs the 

Harm in Believing in Life-After Death?ò Go to 

www.lafayettefreethinkers.org for more information and to par-

ticipate in our online discussions  

 

UU CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSALS have resumed on 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Our choir is welcoming new singers. 

Please contact Denise Gilliland if you are interested. 

 

COMMITTEE AND GROUP MEETINGS  

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  GREETERS, 

NEWCOMERS TABLE, COFFEE MINISTRY  

        OCTOBER  

                CALENDAR  

                      HIGHLIGHTS  

http://www.lafayettefreethinkers.org
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FOR  those who havenôt 

visited the office lately, we 

have a new, wonderful 298 

Gigabyte computer with dou-

ble Hanns G HX191D moni-

tors.  This computer surpasses 

by warp-speed the previous unit which contained less than 

50% of the memory necessary to deal with the officeôs daily 

technical needs.  Many thanks to all those who supported en-

hancing our technical capabilities, thereby improving our effi-

ciency markedly.  For minimal cost we also recently purchased 

an external hard-drive to protect and secure our data.  This unit 

with ñRe-Bitò software automatically backs up all information 

every few minutes in tripartite mode. 

 
 Many who have had the displeasure of waiting for the 

ñvolunteer computerò to boot (and have found themselves, like 

Rip Van Winkle, in a new century), will now have at their 

hands the previous Admin hard-drive and peripherals 

(including Vader, the Trinitron monitor donated by members). 

This will vastly improve the computer capabilities of church 

members who need to print reports or access membership data 

and the like. 

 
 Earlier this year a Sharp MX-3100 Color Copier/Printer/

Scanner Multifunction Unit was approved for lease to pur-

chase, with monies set aside in a ñcopier budget lineò some 

years previously.  The Panasonic Unit which overheated fre-

quently with large printings, now resides in Room 106 near the 

mailboxes and is available for Committee and staff use.  No 

passwords are needed to operate the Panasonic; the MX in the 

Office Workroom will not function without one.  Last year the 

board approved that we replace the non-functional folder that 

was creasing and rendering unreadable all of our publications.  

We recently added to the MX-3100 a folder/ 3-hole puncher/

stapler.  These improvements enhance the professional quality 

of our church publications 

 
Thank you for calling the office in advance of coming in to 

work on projects or to use the photocopier or volunteer com-

puter.  Staff members are always at work on church projects 

including the Newsletter, Order of Service, Sunday Bulletin, 

Meridian Update; projects for the minister, board; or busy with 

other activities coordinated by the office:  calendar for within-

church and outside groupsðcommittee meetings, weddings, 

Pujas, etc.; membership work; database updating; and may not 

be available to assist at the time you choose to come in.  Thank 

you for respecting the schedule of staff by letting us know in 

advance of your plans to drop in to work on your project. 

NOTES-

FROM  

THE  

OFFICE  

 

SPECIAL HAPPENINGS  
         AROUND  

        THE CHURCH  

 
THURSDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH WITH 
THE INTERIM MINISTER   Beginning in October, 

please stop by the UU Church at noon time on most 

Thursdays to enjoy a brown bag lunch with Rev. 

Marlene Walker.  This informal meeting/discussion 

time will take the place of the previous ñThursday 

Mornings at Panera.ò  Please bring your own lunchð

details to follow! 

 
ARCHIVES   Many of you may have noticed special 

activities and ñgoings-onò about the church the past 

month or two.  A flurry of activity has been taking 

place with the church Archives, previously disbursed 

throughout congregants homes, and later brought to 

Meridian Street after the move.  In the interim, files 

were stored both in the upstairs Fellowship Hall room 

and in various cabinets throughout the office.  Caroline 

Barnhart, Kaye McSpadden and Nancy Patchen have 

diligently been going through all those papers, group-

ing them into categories by year, including Board re-

cords, Orders of Service, Newsletters, and other impor-

tant documents.  If you have important church records 

at home, particularly early historical documents that 

may never have been kept at the church, please send an 

e-mail to the office (uuc@uulafayette.org) or telephone 

us and weôll prepare a list for the archives volunteers to 

match against what documents we have in-house. 

 
INTERIORS   The storage closets in the Fellowship 

Hall have been replaced with beautiful solid wooden 

doors and framing.  The storage area has been insu-

latedðcold from the exterior will no longer permeate the 

room.  Also, the sliding doors underneath the stairway to 

the upper room have been repaired. 

 
SECURITY   Major Robin Poindexter has recently in-

stalled toggle codes on the office wing door so that staff 

and some Committee Chairpersons will have the ability 

to keep the door open while their groups are meeting.  

These are codes different from the regular entry codes 

and must be entered to gain access to the building as well 

as when leaving.  Further information is forthcoming.  If 

you need a security code, or feel that you need a toggle 

code, please contact the office at uuc@uulafayette.org, or 

765.743.8812. 
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COMMITTEE  AND  
GROUP NEWS: 

SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

 
 
 
 

LAFAYETTE URBAN 
MINISTRY UPDATE  

 Lafayette Urban Ministry 

(LUM) is a non-profit ecumenical 

organization which provides 

assistance and relief to Lafayette's 

needy children and families. 

Lafayette Urban Ministry is 

located at:  525 North 4th St., 

Lafayette, IN 47901-1001. 

 Homeless Shel ter :  The 

Ho me l ess  She l te r  needs 

volunteers. The next training 

session will be October 8th at the 

shelter. No registration is 

required. Sessions start at 6:30 

p.m. and conclude with calendar 

sign up at 8:00 p.m. 

 Case management volunteers 

are also needed. The hours are 

flexible and training is provided. 

LUM is moving away from 

merely providing an overnight 

shelter to finding permanent 

housing for as many of its guests 

as possible, hence the need for 

volunteers to help with case 

management. 

 P o c ke t  c a l e n d a r s  a n d 

backpacks are also needed for 

s h e l t e r  g u e s t s  i n  c a s e 

management. Contact Joyce 

Fasani at 765-423-2691 for more 

information. 

 LUM Camp: 79 campers 

participated in this year's LUM 

Summer Camp program. The 

campers enjoyed swimming, 

learning crafts, and slinging water 

balloons through the sky with a 

giant slingshot. Jugglers, a fife 

and drum corps and a rapping 

toothbrush were also featured. 

LUM Camp is always a lot of fun 

for the children as well as the 

counselors. 

 After School Program:  Fresh 

fruits and vegetables such as 

apples, oranges, bananas and 

carrots are needed. Donations can 

be dropped off at Lafayette Urban 

Ministry (address above). 

          Mary Finley, 
        UU LUM Representative 

Blessing Of The Animals 
October 11, 2009 Sunday Service 

Special Instructions 
 

We want this Animal Blessing to be a positive experience for all 

creatures involved so for the safety and well being of all creatures 

great and small, including two legged humans, please observe the 

following: 

 

Animals are welcome in the sanctuary provided they are reliably 

socialized both to other animals and humans. If your animal is not up 

to being safely in the midst of other animals and a fairly large number 

of people, please bring a photo or other representation of them and we 

will bless them in absentia 

  

All animals must be reliably restrained or enclosed in carriers 

  

All animals must be in good health with up to date vaccinations 

  

Seating area in back of sanctuary and the balcony are reserved for  

humans who may have allergies to other animals 

  

Cats and  other caged animals should sit on the  right hand side of the 

sanctuary with their humans 

  

Dogs should sit on the left hand side of the sanctuary with their 

humans 

  

Animals larger than large dogs are welcome however they should 

remain outside and they will be blessed immediately following the 

service 

  

If an animal is clearly being traumatized by or intolerant of the 

presence of other animals, including humans, please remove them to 

the courtyard or parking lot 

  

Special stations will be conveniently located throughout the building 

with water, treats and materials for cleaning up any messes.  Please 

use them. 
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Thank you to the following people for 

working at the Ford Dining Court.  

Your $7.25 per hour will be used for 

LUM projects such as helping with the 

Homeless Shelter and Food Pantry, 

Womenôs Shelter, etc.: 
 

Sallie Cooke, John Carlson, Sarah 

Tedrick, Amish Parilsh, Lisa Pantea, 

Janice Thiel, Jean Tyner, Mary Ann 

Foley, Frank Arnold, Amy French, 

Trudy Wildfeuer, Diana Poindexter, 

Robin Poindexter, Kaye McSpadden, 

Ruth Ann Ferris, Jeffery Bauer, Gale 

Charlotte,  Rae Schnapp, Nina 

Kirkpatrick, Caroline Barnhart, Jane 

Schmitt, Suzan Windnagel, Kim 

Harden, Sue Robinson, Ellen Phelps, 

Maya Zawadsky-Weist, Mary Finley, 

Della Willmann, Tom McConville, Joan 

Marshall, Linda LeMar, Adriana Vin-

tila, Chris Garretson, Beth Garretson, 

Suzanne McConville, Beverly Seese 
 

A special thank you goes to those who 

worked multiple shifts !  The Total 

Amount raised was $1,144.05.  We ap-

preciate your hard work! 
 

           Sue Robinson, 
         Social Justice Committee 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  
 

The Social Justice Committee will begin meeting on an every other month 

schedule.  Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 12
th

, from 7:00-

8:30 p.m. in Room 101/103.  Everyone is invited to join us and share your ideas 

for social justice projects. Please consider participating in these upcoming activi-

ties which are co-sponsored by our committee: 

  

There will be a Community Forum, co-sponsored by Social Justice and the 

local ACLU chapter, on Sunday, October 4, from 3-5 p.m. at the Tippecanoe 

Library . A Freedom Files DVD on the death penalty will be shown, followed by 

a panel discussion.  Purdue Professor William McLauchlan will moderate the 

panel, which will consist of: Robert Hill (Chief Public Defender of the Marion 

County Defender Agency), Will McAuliffe (Executive Director of the Indiana 

Coalition Acting to Suspend Executions), and Paula Sites (Assistant Executive 

Director of the Indiana Public Defender Council). 

 

The Ethical Eating trip to Thistle Byre Farm will be October 11. 

 

The Anne Feeney concert will be at the UU on October 18 (articles on pg. 11). 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE , which is focusing on organizations that help 

people with mental health and physical disabilities this year, has selected Ability 

Services, Inc. as Octoberôs recipient.  Ability Services, Inc. assists people with dis-

abilities or similar disadvantages to live and work in the community through major 

program areas: Employment Services, Respite, Habilitation, Group Homes, Sup-

ported Living, Industrial Work Centers, Janitorial, Adult Day Care. If you want fur-

ther information, please visit their website at: http://www.asipages.org/.  If you have 

questions regarding the Change for Change program please contact Social Justice 

Committee member, Bill Kannel. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE  

COMMITTEE THANK YOU'S 

FOR WORK AT THE  

FORD DINING COURT  

UU BOOTH OUTfest  
    A GREAT SUCCESS! 
 Many thanks to everyone who 

helped make possible our churchôs 

booth at OUTfest on August 29. This is 

the second year we have participated in 

this fun and effective outreach project to 

the community. 

 During the 8-hour event we talked 

with many people about UUism and our 

commitment to being a Welcoming 

Congregation. We gave out literature, 

bottles of ñrainbow bubbles,ò and pack-

ets of rainbow trail mix. The Journal & 

Courier posted a photo of our booth in 

its online edition. 

 Thanks to the Social Justice Committee for supporting and funding the 

booth, and to everyone who helped staff the booth: Jean Tyner, Joan Marshall, 

Kaye McSpadden, Fritz Smith, Rob Carlisle, Erin Blakeslee, Linda Prokopy, 

Kathleen Peyton, and Nancy Bergquist.       Kaye McSpadden, Booth Coordinator 
          On Behalf of the Social Justice Committee 

JOAN MARSHALL (LEFT) AND  
JEAN TYNER AT THE UU BOOTH  

AT OUTFEST 2009  

What Are  

 Your Ideas? 
We have been suggesting ideas to 

promote a healthy environment, with 

articles in The Lighted Chalice about 

a variety of topics (lawn care, food 

choices, power usage, water barrels). 

 

 What questions, suggestions or ideas 

do you have concerning ways to pre-

serve the environment? 
 

Send your thoughts to Marty Patchen, 

mandnpatchen@comcast.net or pass 

them on to any other member of the 

Green Sanctuary CommitteeðDon 

Ferris, Andrew Hirsch, Cliff Sadof, 

Rae Schnapp, Elizabeth Sternke.  

http://www.asipages.org/

