


This is my penultimate newsletter article here. Next
month | will write a short note to pass the newsletter
space on to the Interim Minister.

This past couple of weeks I’ve been touched by the
caring that so many have extended to our family — par-
ticularly to Mark after his heart attack. It was amazing.
Thank you. In our time here Mark made his mark here.
His recent heart event resulted in a fresh outlook on this
precious gift of life. | want to take a moment to thank
him here — because over time | have thanked so many
of you for your work yet his work has gone by quietly.

There is no set of rules of what a minister’s spouse
ought to do in the church. At times they choose to at-
tend another church altogether so that they can be just
themselves and relax. For many years—when ministers
were, mostly, men and spouses mostly women, expec-
tations were high and unrealistic. 1’ve been grateful
that this congregation didn’t have superhuman expecta-
tions for Mark. And Mark loved the people of the con-
gregation and found a strong sense of purpose here.

He worked on the Church Retreat every year. He
helped with canoe trips and sometimes canoe walks
when the water level was low. He made something for
every potluck. He conducted a Forum, when asked.
He was willing every year to set up tables for the Pass-
over Seder, to help set up on Christmas Eve, with wor-
ship services when there weren’t enough volunteers or
work was heavy. He co-led the Retreat Worship for
four years. He baked pies for folks homebound, for
people who loved rhubarb, and for anyone who asked.
He taught in RE and served as a shadow when asked.
He helped with the move in countless ways. He
worked with Caroline Barnhart to help prepare the Un-
ion Street property for sale, to watch over it, and to
follow through when things needed care. More than
once he came with me in the night so that I could take
pastoral care, and more often, he simply kept the home
fire burning so that I could get out and visit people
while our daughter Chava was small. For about three
years he shared with Virginia and Herschel Lewis the
set up and clean up of the coffee and he’d bring cookies
and snacks. And every Sunday that he was in town and
not helping with RE, he sat faithfully and listened to
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my sermons — even after hearing them — for the most
part — the night before.

I have thanked this congregation many times for your
hard work, and have suggested ‘church mice’ for years.
With this I suggest Mark — for every trip to pick up a
cake or a veggie platter for the congregation, for the
garbage he carried out, the furniture he moved, the
walks shoveled and for all the things | have already
mentioned and for all | have forgotten to mention.
More than all that | nominate him for the love he bore
and showed to this congregation, even while being un-
able to be, truly, a part of it. Above all, | nominate him
for providing me with a balanced and listening ear, with
warmth and support in a challenging job with strange
hours, and for steadfast love — in which he is more lion
than mouse.

I write this so that we appreciate the people who share
our lives with us — while we have them. | write this so
that you might have a sense of what a minister’s partner
may experience — someone who has a full time job, a
life, many other demands, and still follows their partner
to a new place and makes it work. Every partner has
their own level of interest in church community and
participation, has their own time and priorities and
should be free to honor those things. There should be
no expectations of the minister’s partner — and you
were gracious in this way. | write this in gratitude to
him but also to every person who gives to this congre-
gation without expectation of recognition or of getting
leverage to have things their way — but simply out of
love. May it all be done in love.

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM—JULY

The Sunday Morning Forum meets at 9 a. m. in Room 101/103. We are using the back en-
trance to the building, nearest the offices. From the front of the church, drive to the right until
you reach the parking places on the south side of the building. We will meet you at the door

and show you to the Forum room . Everyone is welcome!

July 6: Kathy Trout: “Art Smart Indiana”

This is the second program in a two-part Forum series on cultural opportunities for young peo-
ple in the community. Kathy Trout, an art teacher in West Lafayette for many years, will talk
about an exciting statewide program that brings examples of art into Indiana classrooms.

July 13: Robin Poindexter and John Wilms: “Categories, Pigeonholes and Pits: Choosing

the Right Person for the Job.”

In this rescheduled program, two people with considerable experience will examine the art of
selecting individual who will succeed at their jobs. Robin plays a major role in selecting peo-
ple who will be good drug cops and John has helped select candidates for the Peace Corp.

July 20: Cliff Sadof: “The Emerald Ash Borer”

Tiny, stingless wasps imported from China could
help control the emerald ash borers that are killing
Indiana ash trees. Cliff Sadof, Purdue Entomologist
involved in this work, will tell us that it will take a
long time to find out if this will work as expected.

July 27: Jane Kirkpatrick: “A Close Look at

Nursing Education”

There is a nationwide shortage of nurses now and in

the future these shortages will become critical.

Still, many qualified applicants are being turned
away from nursing schools for lack of space. Jane
Kirkpatick is the Interim Head of the Department of
Nursing and the Interim Associate Dean of the Col-
lege of Pharmacy, Nursing and Health Sciences at

Purdue.
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